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In This Issue 
JOANNE ABEL GOLDMAN, associate professor of history at the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa, describes the five volumes published by Iowa’s 
Department of Public Instruction in the early 1950s that provided a com-
prehensive plan for education about atomic science, including the threat  
of nuclear war, for Iowa citizens of all ages. Individual volumes provided 
curricula for elementary school, secondary school, and college and uni-
versity students and educational programming for adults. The plan was 
praised at the time as the most comprehensive statewide plan for atomic 
education in the nation. 

DEREK ODEN, associate professor of history at Del Mar College in Cor-
pus Christi, Texas, recounts the hazards faced by family farmers in Iowa 
and the Midwest as the use of sophisticated technological equipment on 
the farm increased dramatically in the decades after 1940. He argues that 
the combination of increasing use of new technologies with the unique set-
ting in which Corn Belt farmers worked, where the home intersected with 
a highly industrialized workplace, resulted in hazards for the entire family.  
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The daughter of a Henry County farmer plays in a wagon filled with soy-
beans. Although this photograph was probably intended only as a cheer-
ful image associated with the fall soybean harvest, it also illustrates a real 
farm hazard for farm children, as playing in modern gravity-flow wagons 
and grain bins could cause death by suffocation. For more on the farm 
hazards associated with new technology on family farms in Iowa and the 
Midwest, see Derek Olson’s article in this issue. Photo from the A. M. 
“Pete” Wettach Collection, State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa City. 
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First in the Nation: 
The Iowa Plan for Atomic Education 

JOANNE ABEL GOLDMAN 

IN 1948 the State of Iowa’s Department of Public Instruction 
established the Iowa Committee of Atomic Energy Education to 
develop a curriculum for the study of atomic science. Between 
1950 and 1952, the department published the nation’s first com-
prehensive plan for atomic energy education, The Iowa Plan for 
Atomic Energy Education (hereafter The Iowa Plan) and distributed 
it throughout the state.1 The first of its five volumes introduced 
The Iowa Plan; each of the subsequent four volumes provided cur-
ricula for elementary, secondary, college, and adult education, 
respectively. In addition to explaining the science of atomic en-
ergy, these programs promoted discussion of its political, social, 
and ethical dimensions. Although several other classrooms and 
schools around the nation introduced independent programs 
for atomic energy education, the Iowa Committee of Atomic 
Energy Education intended The Iowa Plan to be implemented 
statewide. It rested on the premise that an educated public can 
create responsible policy to manage the momentous implications 
of atomic energy, a necessary prerequisite for maintaining a 
healthy democracy in an increasingly global community.  
 The State of Iowa published the five volumes of The Iowa 
Plan between 1950 and 1952. Almost immediately it drew the 
attention of those actively engaged in national atomic energy 

The author thanks Kathryn E. Sordelet of the Ames Laboratory and Rinda 
Kramme of Iowa Library Services for their critical assistance. 
1. The Iowa Plan for Atomic Energy Education, 5 vols. (Des Moines, 1950–1952).
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Atomic Education       225 

nell College, and Collins Radio (later Rockwell Collins). The 
afternoon focused on the social implications of atomic energy, 
beginning with an introductory lecture, “Atomic Energy and So-
cial Trends,” by Joseph B. Gittler, ISC sociologist and a member 
of the college subcommittee. Panel discussions followed: “The 
Moral Aspects of the Atomic Problem,” “The Impact of Secrecy 
on the Atomic Problem,” and “Controls: Domestic and Interna-
tional.” A member of the Iowa Committee of Atomic Energy 
Education or a Cornell faculty member led each discussion. Pre-
sentations by SUI adult education specialist Hew Roberts and 
George L. Glasheen, assistant director for educational services 
at the Atomic Energy Commission, concluded the program.61 
 To measure the effectiveness of the program, Cornell stu-
dents took an objective examination one week before Atomic 
Energy Day and retook the exam five weeks later. In addition, 
Cornell faculty subjectively evaluated the students during class 
discussions. The success and positive feedback for the program 
prompted Luther College to host its own atomic energy pro-
gram, with a few modifications.62  
 Luther College’s two-day event began on February 20, 1951. 
Hew Roberts provided continuity to the program, opening with 
an evening lecture, moderating the following day’s presenta-
tions, and providing closing remarks. Rather than the dozen dis-
cussion leaders and expert lecturers from the state’s colleges and 
university that had delivered Cornell’s program, Luther’s faculty 
made all of the other presentations. That created an intimacy 
among participants and reinforced their sense of community. 
The organizers scheduled longer, but fewer, lectures and discus-
sion sections and expanded the use of audio-visual equipment. 
Observers reported that these changes made “Luther Day” even 
more of a success than Cornell’s Atomic Energy Day.63 
 The State University of Iowa experimented with more tra-
ditional classroom formats. First, for civil engineering students 
it offered four two-hour seminars on the social and political im-
plications of the atomic age. The students enjoyed the discus-

61. The Iowa Plan, 4:44–45.
62. Ibid.
63. Ibid., 4:45-46.



226      THE ANNALS OF IOWA 

sions so much that they requested additional sessions. Faculty 
from physics, chemistry, biochemistry, medicine, engineering, 
sociology, economics, political science, education, and journalism 
adopted a different format: a series of 22 evening lectures and 
discussions on matters related to atomic energy. The feedback 
identified two problems with this design: too many faculty par-
ticipants undermined any sense of continuity, and, because the 
course carried no credit, students felt overburdened by the time 
commitment.64  
 The college subcommittee internalized these criticisms and 
recommended that atomic energy education be incorporated 
into existing courses or presented as a one- or two-day work-
shop modeled after Atomic Energy Day or Luther Day. To fa-
cilitate these options, the subcommittee prepared a reference 
manual on the atomic age for instructors to employ.65 The four 
themes of fear, hope, optimism, and empowerment again per-
meated the text. 
 The committee recommended that social science topics 
should be examined only after students had completed a course 
on the science of atomic energy. Scientists on the college sub-
committee or closely associated with its members wrote the first 
five chapters of the college volume, which focused on the struc-
ture of matter, energy—its nature and sources, atomic fuels, and 
atomic energy for power—and radioactive isotopes in medical, 
industrial, and agricultural service. Harley Wilhelm wrote the 
third chapter of the volume, which dealt with the destructive 
capability of the atomic bomb. He described it rather dispas-
sionately, triggering neither anguish nor alarm: “Figure 10 
shows a photograph [a mushroom cloud] made just one forti-
eth of a second after the explosion was set off. At this time the 
fission process was completed. Intense gamma rays, heat rays, 
neutrons, and an intense light flash had been sent out. The radio-
active fission products which may be considered as the ashes 
from the burnt atom fuel were in the vapor state and were still 
within the explosion envelope.”66  

64. Ibid., 44. 
65. Ibid. 
66. Ibid., 16. 

                                                 



Atomic Education       227 

 The college subcommittee adopted a particularly ambitious 
social science agenda. It identified four goals: to orient students 
to the interrelationship of science, technology, and social change; 
to moderate fear, defeatism, a false sense of security, or distrust 
of foreigners or foreign ideas; to stimulate college communities 
to examine contemporary contradictions with regard to atomic 
energy policy (security versus freedom of information, military 
versus peaceful uses of atomic energy, military versus civilian 
control, and national versus international oversight of atomic 
energy); and to cultivate an understanding of the social science 
implications of atomic energy, including geographic, political, 
ethnic, and religious considerations.67 Social scientists on the 
college subcommittee discussed the implications of atomic en-
ergy in the last two chapters of volume four. They adopted a 
decidedly more somber tone and darker message than what 
was found in volumes two or three.  
 Drafted by Joseph B. Gittler of ISC, volume four offers a lit-
any of concerns characteristic of the Cold War era: the atomic age 
changed the trajectory of technological and scientific growth, 
challenged contemporary demographic patterns, altered the 
economy, and posed a threat to the fundamental social values 
of the United States. Echoing apprehensions over academic 
freedom already raised by U.S. academicians, Gittler feared that 
national security issues would supersede the need for the free 
exchange of ideas, essential for cultural advancement and tech-
nological development.68 Scientific progress could lag because 
applied science would take precedence over basic science dur-
ing wartime, a development many viewed as imminent. Finally, 
Gittler pointed out that the public, fearing foreign attack, would 
increasingly turn to the federal government for protection, ex-
panding its powers and the potential for abuse. Gittler’s concerns 
echoed those of many public officials, journalists, and scientists 
during this period regarding the potential for compromising the 

67. General College Level Production Committee, “Teaching Atomic Energy to
General College Students, Report of the Social Science Sub-Committee of the 
Committee on Education in Atomic Energy at the College Level,” 10/1/1948, 
Wilhelm Papers.  
68. Boyer, By the Bomb’s Early Light, 144, 303–6; Weart, Nuclear Fear, 119–27.
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public’s civil liberties, fundamental to a healthy democracy.69 
He did project some positive outcomes from peaceful uses of 
atomic energy: medical procedures could increase the lifespan 
of the population; technological advancements could spread 
urban culture to rural areas, creating a more homogenous society; 
and new transportation and communication technologies could 
reduce rural isolation, a matter of particular significance to many 
Iowans. 
 The tone of the final chapter of the volume, “Government in 
the Atomic Age,” written primarily by Hew Roberts, raised more 
concerns. In addition to addressing Cold War tensions, this 
chapter considered the domestic political quagmires created by 
the atomic age and urged college communities to discuss them. 
In 1946 the Atomic Energy Act had provided for the creation of 
the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) and authorized it to ex-
ercise executive, legislative, and military oversight.70 Although 
Roberts thought that the creation of the AEC raised some thorny 
issues, he ultimately defended it. Nationalized atomic manage-
ment served the interests of national security on one hand, but 
limited the scope of research and free enterprise on the other. 
Furthermore, the challenges of the nuclear age demanded that 
the AEC be the arbiter of all things atomic, but where did that 
leave America’s democratic institutions, the principal mecha-
nisms for policy decisions? Roberts conceded that abuses could 
occur, scientific advancement could be slowed, and the demo-
cratic process could be compromised. The chapter offered no 
definitive solutions; the subcommittee proposed instead that 
students “examine and discuss the problems, the achievements, 
the failures and the issues involved in free government in the 
Atomic Age.” The chapter concluded with a quote from AEC 
commissioner (and former Iowan) W. W. Waymack: “It seems to 
me that this kind of inquiry has to be made. It seems to me that 
it is the imperative of practical education.” The subcommittee 
further argued that college students have a particular responsi-
bility to be educated in these issues because of their status as 

69. The Iowa Plan, 4:28–29; Boyer, By the Bomb’s Early Light, 143–48; Weart, 
Nuclear Fear, 119–27. 
70. Atomic Energy Act of 1946, Pub. L. No. 585—79th Congress (1946).  
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members of the “educationally gifted.” In addition to embracing 
the personal empowerment that education provided, college 
students must be prepared to assume leadership roles in their 
communities, forming “a nucleus of informed voters” to shape 
policy and influence those who are less informed.71  

THE ADULT EDUCATION VOLUME featured the most 
unique content and the most inspired presentation. Rather than 
addressing teachers and instructors, as the other volumes had, 
this volume spoke to the Iowa adult student directly. Further-
more, inasmuch as it connected national issues with local con-
cerns, Iowa culture figured prominently. Finally, the Cold War 
assumed a more central role in this volume than in the others. 
To determine what should be included in the volume, the adult 
education subcommittee conducted personal interviews at lec-
tures and films on atomic energy, sought input from those who 
sponsored local community programs, and sent agents to en-
gage in “‘spontaneous’ interviews in cafes, clubs, and private 
homes.”72 Their findings shaped the content of this volume. 
 The volume began by attempting to convince readers that 
they must learn about atomic energy for their own safety, their 
children’s well-being, their community’s survival, and the fu-
ture of humankind. The frontispiece drove the point home with 
a political cartoon reprinted from the Des Moines Register. Flank-
ing the cartoon, titled “. . . we control the atom or it controls us,”  
were quotations by “a famous U.S. Senator” (likely Bourke B. 
Hickenlooper, U.S. senator from Iowa, 1945–1969) and “a fa-
mous Iowa member of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission” 
(likely William W. Waymack) that stressed the importance of 
adult education.73  

The volume posited that adults have a civic responsibility 
to be well educated in matters of atomic energy inasmuch as 
knowledge protects the democratic system. Atomic science lit-
eracy allowed the public to understand and contribute to the 
national dialogue and defend the values that Iowans, in particu- 

71. The Iowa Plan, 4:31–32, 38–39.
72. “Introduction,” The Iowa Plan, vol. 5, n.p.
73. The Iowa Plan, vol. 5, frontispiece.
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lar, treasured, including religious freedom and open access to 
education. Furthermore, it claimed that parents must be able 
to supplement the schools’ effort to educate their children about 
atomic energy. Finally, men and women must be prepared to use 
their knowledge of radioactive contamination and safety to as-
sist their families and communities in the event of an attack.  
 The first two chapters included a straightforward discussion 
of these issues, insisting that the public must understand the 
history and politics of atomic energy—the role of scientific ex-
perts, the federal government, the military, and the internation-
al community. In addition, adults must comprehend the subtle 

 
This cartoon, which introduced the adult education 
volume, was titled “WHAT IS YOUR ATTITUDE?” 
and included the caption, “MAKE UP YOUR MIND, 
MADAM!” Courtesy of the J. N. “Ding” Darling 
Wildlife Society. 
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dichotomies of the atomic age that had become part of the na-
tional dialogue: open scientific exchange versus national security 
and the current federal monopoly on atomic energy versus the 
private development of resources. The volume’s authors pro-
posed that the contemporary western concepts of “national 
sovereignty in international relations, parliamentary democracy 
in politics, and private capitalism in economics” did not ade-
quately serve the atomic age; therefore those values and institu-
tions needed to be reconsidered. Communism, however, must 
never be an option; its objectives ran contrary to those of a reli-
giously grounded people. The contrast between the piety of 
those in the United States, especially Iowans, and the “atheism” 
of the Soviets permeated the public consciousness during the 
Cold War and defined the essence of the “ideological struggle 
between the western and communist worlds.” Because the com-
mittee did not see any middle ground between communism 
and freedom, it feared that nuclear war might be inevitable.74  
 The final chapter of the volume strived to moderate this fear. 
Notably, it pointed out that Iowa carried a higher risk of a bio-
terror attack on crops and animals than decimation by an atomic 
bomb, although it prepared residents to survive the latter. The 
public had to take responsibility. People had to provide shelter, 
such as access to basements, to everyone: neighbors, friends, 
and strangers, including those of different religions, races, and 
values.75 They must equip themselves with first aid skills, per-
sonal information, such as the blood types of family members, 
and awareness of emergency community resources. Most im-
portantly, people must have literacy in atomic energy. “There 
is only one type of hiding that we can state definitively to be 
never safe—hiding your mind from exposure to knowledge.”76  

74. The Iowa Plan, 5:61–66; Stephen J. Whitfield, The Culture of the Cold War, 2nd
ed. (Baltimore, 1996), 77–100. 
75. The Iowa Plan, 5:70. This tapped the popular notion that rural people in par-
ticular had a character that would be indispensable in the event of an atomic 
attack and “could prevent any type of socialism or communism from taking 
hold in local, state, and national governments.” See Devine, “Mightier Than 
Missiles,” 186. 
76. The Iowa Plan, 5:71.
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 Much of the rest of the volume presented different formats 
that could be used to engage adults in these subjects. Those 
chapters emphasized the content of atomic science and its social 
implications. The adult subcommittee had initially intended to 
promote a ten-week program modeled after the Marengo Ex-
periment, but after studying other formats that had been im-
plemented in Iowa and elsewhere, it recognized that individual 
study, one- or two-day programs, as well as community-wide 
events also held value.77 To facilitate individual study, chapter 
three—“Atoms from an Easy Chair”—provided the means for in-
dividuals to expand their own understanding of atomic science. 
It contained a comprehensive listing of the current literature 
along with detailed reviews. However, the Adult Education 
Committee favored informal group activities that provided so-
cial forums for education, believing that reading circles, library 
exhibits and programs, and informal social quizzes and games 
would generate excitement and interest in learning about atomic 
energy.  
 The committee also recognized value in informal programs 
led by lay speakers. Community members such as the neighbor-
hood doctor, veterinarian, waterworks engineer, social studies 
and science teachers, and clergy could all make presentations 
about different aspects of atomic energy.78 More formal profess- 
sional lecture series also had an important place in adult educa-
tion. The committee included a description and analysis of its 
role in Burlington’s Atomic Energy Week and the Marengo Ex-
periment. Furthermore, it hoped that as individuals, groups, 
and communities raised new questions, they would seek an-
swers by participating in even more events. To facilitate all of 
these suggestions, the volume included an extensive list of films 
and recordings that would complement a multimedia series.  

 The volume concluded as it began, with a political cartoon, 
as bleak as the one that opened the volume, that had appeared 
in the Des Moines Register.79 These two political cartoons, reprinted  

77. Hew Roberts, “The Iowa Plan for the Study of Atomic Energy,” Record of 
Committee Meeting, Des Moines, Iowa, May 17, 1949, 5–7, Wilhelm Papers; 
“Introduction,” The Iowa Plan, vol. 5.  
78. The Iowa Plan, 5:28. 
79. The Iowa Plan, 5:23–31. 
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from the Des Moines Register, captured the importance of adult ed-
ucation on atomic energy and the dire consequences of ignorance.  

THE VOLUMES of The Iowa Plan treated the destructive capa-
bilities of the bomb, the social challenges of living in the atomic 
age, and the international tensions of the Cold War with a pro-
gression of detail; as the age of the targeted audience advanced, 
these concerns deepened. Volume two, for elementary school 
students, carried the most optimistic message. It avoided dis-
cussing the potential devastation of an atomic attack entirely; 
instead, it emphasized the rewards that atomic science would 
reap and a future of international cooperation.  

This cartoon, which concluded the adult education 
volume, was titled “EVENTUALLY, WHY NOT NOW?” 
Courtesy of the J. N. “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society. 
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 Volume three, the secondary school curriculum, paid the 
dangers of the Cold War a bit more attention. One of its 15 les-
sons focused on the devastating impact of an atomic bomb and 
the need for students to learn the skills of civil preparedness. 
It suggested showing graphic films about the dropping of the 
atomic bomb—Tale of Two Cities or One World or None—and the 
recommended textbook argued that one could not completely 
protect oneself from an atomic bomb attack.80 The subcommittee 
also suggested that students read and formulate presentations 
on The Challenge of Atomic Energy, by Ryland W. Crary et al., a 
book that presented a “bleak picture of a culture in the grip of 
atomic fear,” and Hiroshima, by John Hersey, which offered an 
explicit account of the effects on six Japanese individuals of the 
dropping of the atomic bomb.81 Five questions in the accompany-
ing multiple-choice test examined the students’ understanding of 
civil defense preparedness and the effects of the bomb.  
 In the college text, the culture of the Cold War received even 
more explicit treatment. The section titled “international frictions” 
highlighted the stalemate between the United States and the So-
viet Union.82 The college subcommittee contrasted the differ-
ences between the two nations with regard to access to the stra-
tegic material, uranium, and the disagreement over the future 
control of atomic energy. It noted that the United States obtained 
its supply of uranium by purchasing it from sovereign nations, if 
those nations chose to export the materials. The Soviet Union, on 
the other hand, controlled Czechoslovakia, which had the largest 
supply of uranium in Europe, and forced an exclusive arrange-
ment with its “satellite,” prompting a rebuke phrased in classic 
Cold War rhetoric: “The uranium mines of Czechoslovakia 
were in large part the reason behind the allegedly altruistic de-
sire of the Russians to ‘liberate’ Czechoslovakia. This type of 
liberation is of course merely another name for imperialist con-
quest and monopoly of sources of raw materials.”83  

80. The Iowa Plan, 3:18. See also Burnett, Atomic Energy, 18–19; and Scheibach, 
Atomic Narratives, 57. 
81. The Iowa Plan, 3:20. For descriptions of these books, see Boyer, By the 
Bomb’s Early Light, 203–10, 280.  
82. The Iowa Plan, 4:35. 
83. Ibid. 
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 In the last of the five volumes, Iowa Citizens Investigate the 
Atom, the Cold War took center stage. Indeed, suspicion and 
gloom permeated the entire text of the adult education volume, 
making it the bleakest of the five. The text included a good deal of 
graphic and frightening detail of threats presented by the atomic 
age and the tensions of the Cold War, underscoring the urgency 
of the situation and driving home the message that the future of 
one’s family, community, nation, and world depended on one’s 
literacy in atomic science. Clearly, in the view of the Commit-
tee of Atomic Energy Education, the parents of elementary-age 
students, rather than the schools, were obligated to convey and 
mitigate the dark side of the Cold War to their young children 
as they saw fit. 
 Immediately after the Department of Public Instruction 
published The Iowa Plan, many Iowa educators considered it 
compelling and adopted it. The Iowa Plan became the first com-
prehensive atomic energy education plan in the United States, 
and that made it noteworthy. Throughout the nation, other 
teachers and schools taught the subject of atomic energy, but 
adopted curricula on an individual or district-wide basis. Dur-
ing the 1945–46 academic year, Oak Ridge High School in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, introduced a curriculum that considered the 
scientific, social, and political implications of atomic science and 
called for the creation of a “world government” to control it.84 
The Iowa Plan itself included an appendix in volume two—
“Elementary Schools Where Atomic Energy Has Been Taught” 
—which reported on eight programs in six states: Illinois, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, and 
Virginia.85 George L. Glasheen, the closing speaker at Cornell 
College’s Atomic Energy Day, and later the AEC’s chief of edu-
cational services, compiled a much more extensive list of atomic 
energy education initiatives throughout the country for a 1953 
special edition of School Life, a publication of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare’s Office of Education. 
He reported on a wealth of reference materials, traveling ex-
hibits, and classroom audio-visual resources that the recently 

84. Hartman, Education and the Cold War, 137.
85. The Iowa Plan, 2:70–73.
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formed Atomic Energy Commission made available. Nonethe-
less, reflecting on the traditional value of local control over edu-
cation, he asserted that “it is the job of the schools to mold these 
[AEC] source materials into teaching materials. This the schools 
are doing with satisfying results.” Among his list of programs, 
he found The Iowa Plan particularly noteworthy for its impor-
tant comprehensive contribution.86  
 Nationally, atomic science education became widespread in 
the 1950s. In the late 1940s and early 1950s national laboratories 
partnered with universities, school districts, and even museums 
to educate teachers on atomic science. To serve this growing 
community of educators, private companies, including GE, 
McGraw-Hill, Encyclopedia Britannica, MGM, and Disney, in-
dividually and in partnership with the AEC and the U.S. De-
partment of Education, developed curricular materials.87  
 As teachers were trained and more classroom materials be-
came available, atomic science education became more common-
place and mainstreamed into traditional classroom curricula. 
That probably diminished the impact of The Iowa Plan during 
the latter half of the 1950s. Nevertheless, during the early Cold 
War period, several features made it a program worthy of rec-
ognition. The membership of the Iowa Committee of Atomic 
Energy Education reflected all sectors of the state’s educational 
community and together constituted a particularly diverse 
group that contributed breadth to the program. Furthermore, 
there is no indication that any individual or institution dictated 
content or format to any of the subcommittees; the evidence sug-
gests that each developed its content independently, reflecting 
the priorities that the committee-at-large agreed on. Moreover, 
The Iowa Plan’s presentation as a statewide program targeting 
elementary, secondary, college, and adult education venues 
defined it as uniquely comprehensive. Their differences reflect 
mid-century assumptions about the objectives of education for 
different age groups.  

86. George L. Glasheen, “What Schools Are Doing in Atomic Energy Educa-
tion,” School Life 35 (Sept. 1953), 159, 154. 
87. Weart, Nuclear Fear, 169; Scheibach, Atomic Narratives, 50–71. Although 
Scheibach’s compilation of local initiatives and school materials is extremely 
extensive, he does not reference The Iowa Plan. 
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 The Iowa Plan’s messages provide important opportunities 
to view the complexity of Cold War culture. The plan mitigated 
the profound fear of the bomb by teaching the power of knowl-
edge and the importance of civil defense preparedness. Many 
scholars have stressed that the importance of “duck and cover” 
programs overshadowed other aspects of atomic science educa-
tion as the Cold War intensified in the 1950s, but that is not evi-
dent in The Iowa Plan. Rather, it argued that international con-
trol over the world’s atomic arsenal would provide effective 
protection against the United States’ Cold War nemesis, the So-
viet Union. Although the most influential U.S. policymakers 
rejected the Baruch Plan, it remained central to each of the vol-
umes of The Iowa Plan. Most importantly, The Iowa Plan rested 
on the foundation that all people had a responsibility to be edu-
cated in the potential benefits of atomic science and its political, 
social, and ethical implications. In that regard, it presented the 
most comprehensive curricula on atomic energy education in 
the nation. 

































































Book Reviews and Notices 

The Lost Region: Toward a Revival of Midwestern History, by Jon K. Lauck. 
Iowa and the Midwest Experience Series. Iowa City: University of Iowa 
Press, 2013. xii, 166 pp. Notes, index. $35.00 paperback and e-book. 

Reviewer Bill Silag, former editor-in-chief at Iowa State University Press, is 
writing a biography of Iowa novelist Ruth Suckow. 

For the past half-century there has been a decline in the attention given 
to the midwestern experience in the grand narrative of American 
history, claims author Jon K. Lauck in his new book, The Lost Region. 
Lauck contends that the historical study of the Midwest has been 
crowded out of the history curriculum at many of the region’s colleges 
and universities in order to accommodate the emergence within the 
discipline of new fields of study, particularly those having to do with 
gender, class, and ethnicity. As a result, increasing numbers of stu-
dents are now earning degrees in American history with little under-
standing of the important role the Midwest has played in the history 
of the United States. Moreover, with proportionately fewer regional 
specialists now teaching, there has been a concomitant decline in the 
production of publications focused on the region’s history. “The con-
sequence of these trends and the failure of recent generations of histo-
rians to see the Midwest as historically significant,” he writes, is that 
the region has fallen off “the main map of American historiography 
and lost to the main channels of historical inquiry” (7). 
 The Lost Region is Lauck’s impassioned response to this situation. 
His book is essential reading for all historians of Iowa and the Mid-
west. Packed with useful information for scholars and students, The 
Lost Region is simultaneously an extensive survey of the historiography 
of the state and region; an up-to-date bibliographic guide to the sec-
ondary literature of the field; and a highly charged admonition—a 
jeremiad really—addressed to historians of the Midwest, to join with 
him in an effort to revitalize a long dormant historiographical tradition 
and thereby restore and preserve the cultural integrity of “the lost re-
gion” at a time when the placelessness of a digital universe threatens 
to supplant intellectual and emotional ties to locality altogether.  
 As stated in its introduction, the book’s purpose is to “demon-
strate the importance of the Midwest, the depth of historical work 
once performed on the region, the continuing insights that can be 

269 
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gleaned from this body of knowledge, and the lessons that can be 
learned from some prominent historians that will bolster future at-
tempts to revive the study of the American Midwest” (8). Long-term, 
the author’s goal is to revive a midwestern regionalist historiograph-
ical tradition, quiescent for a half-century now, that once had the 
strength to redirect the historiography of the entire nation and to bring 
into being what remains today the preeminent professional organiza-
tion for American historians. 
 The Lost Region is an extended essay in four heavily annotated 
chapters. In chapter one Lauck discusses “foundational events” in the 
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century history of the Midwest, particu-
larly the experiences celebrated by Frederick Jackson Turner in his par-
adigmatic essays about the role of the frontier experience in shaping 
democratic social and political values in the agricultural communities 
of the antebellum West.  
 Chapters two and three focus on the Prairie Historians showcased 
by the author in the spring 2012 issue of the Annals of Iowa, a sizable 
community of scholars—including Benjamin Shambaugh and Louis 
Pelzer at the State University of Iowa and Louis B. Schmidt and Earle 
Ross of Iowa State College—whose regionalist worldview influenced 
much of the historical scholarship in the Midwest and beyond in the 
first half of the twentieth century. Inspired and encouraged by Turner, 
the early Prairie Historians were responsible for the formation in 1907 
of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association (later renamed the 
Organization of American Historians) as an alternative to what was 
perceived by the midwesterners to be the Ivy League elitism of the 
establishment American Historical Association. Lauck considers their 
work in somewhat greater detail here than he does in the Annals of 
Iowa article, with an eye to demonstrating the continuing viability of 
their approach to historical research, albeit on updated philosophical 
foundations that include the pragmatic hermeneutics of intellectual 
historian James T. Kloppenberg. Lauck’s detailed portrait of the Prairie 
Historians—based on extensive archival research in the manuscript 
collections of the individual scholars—includes information on their 
family backgrounds, personal and professional affiliations, and career 
trajectories, a major step toward the rigorous intellectual biography 
warranted by the rich historiographical legacy of the Prairie Historians. 
 Chapter four catalogs the cultural forces that contributed to the 
demise of the Prairie Historians in the decades after World War II, a 
discussion that reveals as much about the author’s own regionalist 
proclivities as it does about the institutional and cultural forces re-
sponsible for their diminishing stature in the second half of the twenti-
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eth century. Lauck’s comments here lack the sharp focus of his writing 
on the Prairie Historians, but his commentary on representative works 
from the succession of modern-day historiographical trends that under-
mined the midwesterners’ prestige is instructive regarding perceptions 
of what was lost and what was gained in the process. 
 The book’s brief epilogue considers the prospects for a revival of 
the Prairie tradition after a hiatus of more than fifty years. The author 
is sanguine about a renewal of midwestern history—and for good rea-
son. For all the methodological and ideological controversy within the 
profession since the end of World War II, an enormous body of work, 
focused in one way or another on the Midwest, has been produced in 
the past half-century, much of it informed by the gender, class, and 
ethnicity distinctions of culture studies. “In addition to dusting off 
the older works of the Prairie Historians,” Lauck writes, “these newer 
works can serve as building blocks for a more integrated history of the 
Midwest in the future” (85). No doubt there is plenty to work with on 
this score. The books and articles listed in the author’s endnotes—this 
slender book’s 90 pages of text are accompanied by 67 pages of end-
notes—provide enough material to keep historians and their readers 
busy for years to come. 
 
 
Making Marriage: Husbands, Wives and the American State in Dakota and 
Ojibwe Country, by Catherine J. Denial. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical 
Society Press, 2013. 191 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. 
$19.95 paperback, $15.99 e-book. 

Reviewer Michael Knock is assistant professor of history at Clarke University 
in Dubuque. His Ph.D. dissertation (University of Notre Dame, 1996) was 
“ ‘Alone with Sitting Bull’s People’: The Dakota Indian Mission of the Congre-
gational Church, 1870–1937.” 

Marriage and family have long been key elements in the making of 
culture on the American frontier. As Catherine J. Denial writes in 
Making Marriage, “When the first significant numbers of Americans 
arrived in the region now known as Minnesota, they did so armed 
with the belief that good government and an orderly household went 
hand in hand” (3). They weren’t the only ones. Native women had 
their own ideas and traditions pertaining to what marriage meant: “In 
the clash between these systems of belief is the story of Minnesota’s 
beginning—a complex, uneven tale which does not offer a narrative of 
easy triumph for the American state” (23). 
 Denial’s book is really four different stories that center in and 
around Fort Snelling in the first half of the nineteenth century. The 
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stories span race and culture in their discussion of competing concep-
tions of marriage, family and divorce. And the stories are subversive. 
At first glance, for example, one might overlook the tale of Pelagie 
Faribault’s ownership claim to an island near the confluence of the 
Mississippi and Minnesota rivers. Denial, however, sees something 
more. Pelagie, a woman of mixed French Canadian and Dakota heri-
tage, was the wife of the fur trader Jean Baptiste Faribault. Decades 
after the land grant was made to Pelagie, the U.S. government tried to 
untangle the question of ownership as it worked to extinguish native 
claims in the area. Then things got complicated. American property 
law recognized the island as belonging to Pelagie’s husband. Others 
claimed that Pelagie was first and foremost a Dakota woman; as such, 
she was capable of owning property in her own right. “Pelagie Fari-
bault occupied a legal, social and cultural space quite different from 
the standard Euro-American model,” Denial writes. “Her ownership 
of Pike’s Island was an extension of the peculiar circumstances of 
the Upper Midwest and their ideas about gendered behavior and the 
meaning of land” (52). 
 The most interesting of the stories told by Denial is one not of 
marriage but of divorce. In the tale of “Margaret McCoy’s Divorce,” 
Denial continues to illustrate the complicated nature of intercultural 
family relations on the frontier. McCoy was a half-Ojibwe woman 
who wed trader Joseph Brown at Fort Snelling in 1836. They were 
granted a divorce five years later. While admitting that the story could 
be dismissed as “interesting trivia,” Denial demonstrates what such 
“trivial” events can tell us about marriage and family in the “middle 
ground.” Divorce, Denial writes, was uncommon in the territory. 
Couples seeking legal separation even on grounds of cruelty or aban-
donment rarely had their requests granted. Not so for McCoy and 
Brown, however, whose divorce was granted on the grounds that a 
state of war raging between the Dakota and Ojibwe made it dangerous 
for the couple to reside among either group. As Denial explains, “This 
was the very real and lively backdrop to Joseph and Margaret’s petition 
—a country as yet sparsely settled by Americans and absorbed by vio-
lent episodes Americans could not control, where alternate meanings 
of place, family, law and spirit thrived” (125).  
 Other chapters cover the efforts of missionaries to alter marriage 
customs; yet another involves domestic life at Fort Snelling. The larger 
story here is one of the evolving nature of family on the Minnesota 
frontier at a time of dynamic and sometimes even violent change.  
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Dakota Prisoner of War Letters: Dakota Kaŝkapi Okicize Wowapi, by Clifford 
Canku and Michael Simon, with an introduction by John Peacock. 
St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society, 2014. xxx, 225 pp. Illustrations, 
notes, index. $27.95 paperback. 

Reviewer Thomas Maroukis is professor of history at Capital University, Co-
lumbus, Ohio. He is the author of Peyote and the Yankton Sioux (2004) and The 
Peyote Road: Religious Freedom and the Native American Church (2010). 

The introduction to this volume by John Peacock (Spirit Lake Dakota) 
describes the largest mass execution in American history, when 38 Da-
kota men were hanged for participating in the Dakota–U.S. War of 1862. 
The 270 others who were also condemned to death but had their sen-
tences commuted by President Lincoln were sent from Mankato, Min-
nesota, to prison at Camp Kearney, in Davenport, Iowa, for three years. 
Davenport was chosen because Camp McClellan was an available fa-
cility with a military presence. Camp Kearney was built inside the fort. 
The letters in this volume are from those prisoners. 
 The Minnesota Historical Society holds 150 of these letters; 50 are 
translated here by two experienced translators, both native Dakota 
speakers and enrolled members of the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate [Na-
tion]. Clifford Canku, coauthor of Beginning Dakota (2010), is director of 
Dakota studies at North Dakota State University and teaches Dakota. 
Michael Simon teaches Dakota in the Moorhead (Minnesota) public 
schools.  
 This volume is a significant contribution to the publication of na-
tive voices. The letters were originally sent to missionaries Stephen 
Riggs and John Williamson, who ministered to the prisoners, for 
distribution to families and seeking information about their families. 
Some of the prisoners already knew how to write; Riggs taught others. 
Riggs was a Dakota scholar who published a Dakota grammar and 
dictionary and used his knowledge of the language to try to Christian-
ize the Dakota.  
 After two unsuccessful attempts to complete the translation of the 
letters, North Dakota State University in 2009 funded the new transla-
tions that led to the present volume. The format of the translations is 
on a par with the best of modern translations. There are five parts. The 
left page is trilineal: the first line is word-for-word Dakota; the second 
line is word-for-word literal translation to English; and the third line is 
English translation in sentence form. On the right page is the full Da-
kota text of the letter, with the modern English translation beneath. 
This format will allow future scholars to assess the accuracy of the 
translations. 
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 The letters help fill a void of native voices from this tragic era. In 
addition to the longing for their families and their release, the letters 
describe the hardships of the internment. The Dakota prisoners were 
not treated as prisoners of war but as criminals: there was insufficient 
food and poor sanitation; they were mistreated by the guards, often 
kept in chains, and suffered deaths from smallpox and measles. Resi-
dents in Davenport were allowed to view the prisoners as if the camp 
was a zoo. Some prisoners were allowed to work for Davenport resi-
dents on nearby farms; some residents, however, complained of their 
presence. With the end of the Civil War, Camp McClellan was no 
longer needed. In May 1866 the prisoners were released. In 1867 the 
government established Fort Traverse Reservation, where the prison-
ers, their families, and other Dakota were relocated. 
 The letters are more than historic documents. They are treated as 
sacred texts to honor and memorialize the spirits of the prisoners. The 
memory of these events is part of today’s oral tradition among the Da-
kota. There is a yearly commemorative march. The translations will be 
valuable in rewriting the history of the era since most sources are from 
non-Indians. A strong point is that the English translations carry the 
cadence of Dakota; Dakota speakers, for example, end many sentences 
with “do” or “it is so,” as in “I want you to help me with this—it is so” 
(51). The repetition captures the cadence of the language. The only ele-
ment missing is a bibliography. There are some references in the notes, 
but a brief bibliography would have been helpful. Also, the excellent 
article by Sarah-Eva Ellen Carlson on the Davenport internment that 
was published in the Annals of Iowa (Summer 2004) is not mentioned. 
 
 
The Jury in Lincoln’s America, by Stacy Pratt McDermott. Ohio Univer-
sity Press Series on Law, Society, and Politics in the Midwest. Athens: 
Ohio University Press, 2012. xiv, 258 pp. Chart, illustrations, appendix, 
notes, bibliography, index. $54.95 hardcover. 

Reviewer David J. Bodenhamer is professor of history and executive director 
of The Polis Center at Indiana University–Purdue University, Indianapolis. 
His publications include Fair Trial: Rights of the Accused in American History 
(1992). 

Trial by a jury of one’s peers was a bedrock principle of English law 
long before the colonial period, and during the American Revolution 
the alleged abuse of this guarantee defined the scale of British tyranny 
for many alarmed colonists. Enshrined in the revolutionary state con-
stitutions and the U.S. Constitution, with renewed emphasis in the Bill 
of Rights, the jury quickly became an emblem of American commitment 
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to liberty, justice, and democratic local government. Ironically, popular 
attachment to the jury in all its forms—civil, criminal, and grand jury 
—grew stronger as the institution itself became less central to law en-
forcement or to the resolution of legal disputes. Today, many Americans 
view jury duty as a sacred civic duty they would just as soon avoid. 
 Significant scholarship exists on the law and practices of the jury 
in the twentieth century, but, oddly, these bodies have gone almost 
unstudied in the nineteenth century when they were most venerated. 
Stacy Pratt McDermott addresses this gap in the literature in her well-
written, exhaustively researched study of midwestern juries. In doing 
so, she makes valuable contributions to both legal history and mid-
western history.  
 With few exceptions, historians have been content to cite legal 
treatises or, more likely, handbooks written to guide local officials and 
newspaper accounts on those occasions when petit or grand juries 
compelled their attention. Not so for McDermott, who combed ante-
bellum court dockets, fee books, trial records, county histories, and 
the large collection of materials on Lincoln’s law practice—he handled 
5,200 cases in his legal career—to create a veritable roster of antebellum 
juries for Sangamon County, Illinois (Springfield), which she uses as a 
lens into midwestern legal and community culture. Then she searched 
for information on who those jurors were, thereby developing a demo-
graphic profile that may be unrivalled in its scope. She also read the 
relevant appellate opinions from a number of midwestern states, as 
well as the stories about juries contained in newspapers and other 
forms of popular literature. This in-depth analysis gives us an unpar-
alleled sense of how juries worked, what juror status meant for the 
outcome of legal cases in the four topic areas she examined (drinking 
and gambling, divorce, slander, and race), and what it suggests about 
legal, political, and social culture in this county—and by extension in 
the larger Midwest. It is an impressive accomplishment. 
 So what do we learn? First, the jury pool was small. Because of 
various restrictions on who could serve—propertied citizens (white 
men) of good moral character who voted—only 15–17 percent of the 
population was eligible and only 5–6 percent ever served. Jurors, in 
brief, were gentlemen of good standing within their communities. 
That circumstance made it easier to revere the jury and proclaim it a 
bulwark of democracy. Those juries were also competent; as the econ-
omy grew more complex and as society became more mobile and di-
verse, they demonstrated the ability to sort out complicated evidence 
and follow sophisticated legal arguments, developing an expertise that 
corresponded to the rise of a professional bar. Ironically, in McDer-
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mott’s telling, this competence set them up as rivals with the bench and 
bar and paved the way for their decline in the late nineteenth century. 
Finally, antebellum Sangamon County jurors were the connection be-
tween individuals and the legal system. Although paternalistic, they 
were not patriarchal; instead, they controlled trial outcomes in a way 
that corresponded with the expectations of local justice and local culture.  
 On the whole, McDermott paints a compelling portrait, even if it 
is uncertain whether the experience of Sangamon County reflects the 
circumstances of other midwestern states. Indiana, for example, gave 
the legislature power to abolish its grand juries in its Constitution of 
1851, and proposals to reform the institution were rife in other states 
during the later antebellum years. It is unclear whether Illinois had the 
same debate when rewriting its constitution in 1848. Also, the wide-
spread debate over the respective powers of judge and jury surely in-
fluenced Sangamon County jurists, but if so we do not learn about it 
here. These quibbles should not detract from the significant contribu-
tions McDermott has made to our understanding of the antebellum 
jury in law and practice. Anyone who wants to understand the history 
of this vital democratic institution must begin with her work. 
 
 
Necessary Courage: Iowa’s Underground Railroad in the Struggle against 
Slavery, by Lowell J. Soike. Iowa and the Midwest Experience Series. 
Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 2013. 275 pp. Maps, illustrations, 
notes, suggested readings, index. $24.95 cloth. 

Reviewer Jennifer Harbour is assistant professor of black studies at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska–Omaha. Her Ph.D. dissertation (University of Iowa, 2008) was 
on African American political culture and the settlement of the antebellum and 
wartime Midwest. 

Scholars of the antebellum Midwest, the Underground Railroad, and 
famed abolitionists such as John Brown will welcome this detailed 
account of Iowa’s role in the destruction of slavery. As these scholars 
know all too well, the history of Iowa (and its surrounding “free” and 
border states) is complex and frustrating. Slavery was not legal in 
states like Iowa and Illinois, but citizens of those states also made sure 
that oppressive “Black Codes” not only discouraged but penalized 
African American settlement. To the south, slavery was legal in Mis-
souri, although slaveholders made up less than 10 percent of white 
families in that state. To complicate matters more, invalidation of the 
Missouri Compromise in the U.S. Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision 
in 1857 offered no immediate hope of citizenship for African Americans 
anywhere in the United States. Furthermore, the rights of slaveholders 
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were protected everywhere they traveled, everywhere they set up towns 
and schools, everywhere they breathed. 

As Lowell Soike argues in Necessary Courage, Iowans who defined 
themselves as either abolitionist or antislavery understood the realities 
of the fight brewing across the midwestern states. The Fugitive Slave 
Act of 1850, passed just three years after the highest court in the land, 
for only the second time in American history, had declared an act of 
Congress unconstitutional, now meant that northerners, westerners, 
slaveowners, antislavery activists, abolitionists—in fact, all Americans 
in every corner of the nation—were now complicit in the capture of 
fugitive slaves, whether they wanted to be or not. That brought an 
explosion of antislavery sentiment in states like Iowa, where citizens 
resented the encroachment of the Southern aristocracy and the pro-
slavery Congress alike. Although Soike does not go to great lengths to 
explain the vast differences between the antislavery and abolitionist 
movements (and every mode of thought in between), the situation 
in Iowa was such that ordinary citizens were now making decisions 
about whether they wanted to willingly hide fugitive slaves in their 
cornfields or turn them in for bounty and provide succor to the South-
ern cause. In his painstakingly researched and detailed work, Soike 
shows how these Iowans were now forced to reconcile their feelings 
toward the Peculiar Institution and take an explicit stand. When it 
came to John Brown, whose travails in Iowa and elsewhere in the 
West occupy one tightly woven chapter, Iowans were again sharply 
divided as to his character and motivations. 

Yet this book is not really about slavery or even slaves. What has 
kept historians so simultaneously intrigued and confounded since the 
passage of the Thirteenth Amendment is that the war “over” slavery had 
very little to do with real, substantive equality for African Americans. 
That was left to blacks themselves, who actually welcomed changes in 
the Midwest’s political economy, as those changes provided new for-
mulations for empowerment. Soike seems unfamiliar with the latest 
developments in African American historiography, which has lately 
posited that blacks were consistently proactive in pursuing their own 
interests in the development of towns, neighborhoods, schools, and 
churches in the new states of the Midwest. (At one point Soike dis-
misses the so-called myths surrounding the codes of quilts and the Un-
derground Railroad. Although little research exists to support the theory 
that quilts conveyed actual travel and escape information to fugitives, a 
discussion of the social behaviors surrounding the quilting myths them-
selves seems warranted in a book on the Underground Railroad.) 
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African Americans came to Iowa with a justifiable skepticism of 
the sincerity of whites, but Soike’s descriptions of the white Under-
ground Railroad “conductors” place a greater emphasis on the altru-
ism of whites than on the fears of blacks. Soike’s discussion of the 
Fugitive Slave Act is nuanced and descriptive, but it lacks a three-
dimensional quality because it focuses too much on the actions of 
whites—and men—rather than on the cultural process of emancipa-
tion as a whole. The last few paragraphs of the book offer encourage-
ment for other scholars who might want to plow through the remain-
ing vast archival treasure trove to discover more about blacks who 
wanted to “live free and unfettered in Iowa” (212), but one wonders 
why Soike himself chose not to spend more time imagining the black 
emancipation experience alongside that of proslavery Germans or 
abolitionist Quakers, both of whom are addressed here so well. 

Soike’s command of the history of Iowa, its counties, people, 
roads, historical sights and markers, and even myths is expansive. 
This work provides a much needed corrective to Civil War historiog-
raphy, in which midwestern states have long been ignored or misun-
derstood. Moreover, those who practice or are interested in public his-
tory will easily recognize Soike’s command of genealogy, American 
memory (or lack thereof), and white Iowans’ understanding of what 
the Civil War meant to and for them specifically. Finally, this meticu-
lous tome performs an act of history that is of the utmost importance 
to students of the past: it gives a voice to those people who no longer 
have one. To that end, scholars of local and state history in particular 
will appreciate Soike’s handling of the evidentiary material. I have no 
doubt that someone will find their ancestors in this book and be im-
pressed by their courage and cunning, to use Soike’s terms. Although 
the analysis might have been strengthened by a more discursive ap-
proach to white supremacy and white racism in the Midwest, it is still 
a major contribution to scholarship on Iowa, the Underground Rail-
road, and the (mostly white) “conductors” who risked so much to en-
sure their own vision of a free Iowa. 

 
 
 

Lowell J. Soike won the State Historical Society of Iowa’s Benjamin F. 
Shambaugh Award, recognizing Necessary Courage: Iowa’s Under-
ground Railroad in the Struggle against Slavery, as the most significant 
book on Iowa history published in 2013.—Ed. 
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Confronting Slavery: Edward Coles and the Rise of Antislavery Politics in 
Nineteenth-Century America, by Suzanne Cooper Guasco. DeKalb: North-
ern Illinois University Press, 2013. xxi, 293 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, 
index. $28.95 paperback. 

Reviewer Vernon L. Volpe is professor of history at the University of Nebraska 
at Kearney. He is the author of Forlorn Hope of Freedom: The Liberty Party in The 
Old Northwest, 1838–1848 (1990). 

According to author Suzanne Cooper Guasco, Edward Coles deserves 
greater credit for his role in crafting an “antislavery nationalism” that 
eventually led Americans to fulfill their revolutionary era destiny 
promising equal freedom. Born into a rather prominent Virginia 
slaveholding family (and educated at the College of William & Mary), 
Coles served as President James Madison’s private secretary before 
pursuing a private quest to emancipate his slaves en route to a new 
life in the “free state” of Illinois. His personal commitment to emanci-
pation brought him to an early term as Illinois governor and made 
him an important symbol of antislavery action, culminating in a sym-
bolic meeting with Abraham Lincoln on the way to his fateful inaugu-
ration in 1861. 
 The goal Coles seemingly sought through a long, eventful life 
reached fruition with the election of an Illinois president. Lincoln had 
embraced the view of the nation’s founders that Coles had zealously 
guarded (through rather extensive personal contacts): Jefferson, Madi-
son, Monroe, indeed virtually all of the founders, saw slavery as mor-
ally wrong and within federal power (and intention) to restrict its 
growth and thus speed its demise. (Coles insisted that Jefferson had 
authored the antislavery Northwest Ordinance.) As a “Southerner,” 
though one who sought slavery’s death, Coles dreamt of a national 
vision to fulfill the founders’ antislavery hope, a mission to be pursued 
by an entire nation. Yet sectionalism, and eventually secession, under-
mined the unity that Coles sought. 
 Maintaining impressive family and professional connections with 
many people on both sides of the Mason and Dixon Line, he feared 
how partisan loyalties and sectional feelings would ruin his hope for a 
unified, free nation. Likewise, he dreaded the intense anti-black incli-
nations of those not only in his native Virginia but also in his adopted 
homes of Illinois and Philadelphia (the city of his later life). Coles had 
taken careful steps to establish (and support) the black families he 
helped to resettle in Illinois and Missouri in a rather successful exper-
iment in emancipation. However, obvious and unrelenting white hos-
tility to freed blacks eventually led Coles to accept the promise of the 
American Colonization Society of voluntary black emigration to Africa. 
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Despite the obvious pitfalls of this approach, Coles saw it as the only 
way to gain Southern support for emancipation and to avoid the na-
tional division he feared but that came anyway. 
 Coles’s moderation and ties with colonization may taint his anti-
slavery credentials, but he earned his place within the ranks of free-
dom’s advocates. In addition to his personal efforts at emancipation 
(at the risk of his valued family ties, which he always sought to con-
tinue), Coles would be known for his fight to keep (or to make) Illinois 
a free state (under his beloved Northwest Ordinance). In 1822 (only a 
few years after relocating to the state), Coles emerged as a surprise 
winner in a four-way contest for the governor’s office in Illinois. De-
claring his intention to end slavery in Illinois by eliminating a thinly 
veiled system of indentured servitude, Coles emerged as a key leader 
in the 1824 contest to defeat a call for a state constitutional convention 
that threatened to establish slavery in the Prairie State. These valiant 
efforts in Illinois, and a lifelong campaign (primarily through a series 
of public letters) to safeguard the founders’ antislavery vision, certain-
ly earned Coles a warm handshake from president-elect Lincoln. 
 The author of this focused biography has clearly succeeded in re-
viving interest in the career of Edward Coles. Known to specialists, 
perhaps, Coles deserves greater public recognition as well. Guasco ac-
knowledges her subject’s personal flaws (a tendency to self-absorption 
if not pomposity and an interest in personal advancement if not com-
fortable living), but typically she shows his views and actions in a fa-
vorable light. She excels at demonstrating how Coles provided a key 
link to antislavery sentiment in the early republic through antebellum 
efforts to resolve America’s dilemma with black servitude. Under-
standably, the author may overstate the actual impact Coles had on 
events and antislavery ideology (especially his nascent “free-labor” 
critique), but Coles was well connected (and not just with his mentor, 
Madison) and surprisingly involved in events from the War of 1812 
through the Virginia slavery debates (of 1829–1832) and the onset of 
the Civil War. Emancipation through bloody civil war did not signal 
a triumph of Coles’s approach (his youngest son died fighting for Vir-
ginia and the Confederacy), but his influence should not be ignored 
nor his role forgotten. 
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From the Hornet’s Nest to Custer’s Last Stand: The Immigrant Story of 
Norwegian Sergeant Olaus Hansen, by Ozzie Sollien. Charleston, SC: 
CreateSpace Independent Publishing, 2013. 312 pp. Illustrations, bibli-
ography. $18.07 paperback. 

Reviewer Paul Fessler is professor of history at Dordt College. His research in-
terests include Dutch and German immigrant history as well as American mil-
itary history. He reviewed this book jointly with Justin Vos, a Dordt College up-
perclassman from Lynnville, who will be attending graduate school in history. 

Painting an interesting tale that stretches from the remnants of feudal 
Norway to the plains of the Dakota Territories, Ozzie Sollien details 
the life of Olaus Hansen, a Norwegian immigrant who settled in Iowa 
in the mid–nineteenth century, served in the 12th Iowa Infantry during 
the Civil War, played a part in Reconstruction, and was involved in 
Custer’s Last Stand at the Battle of the Little Bighorn. As Sollien ad-
mits, much of the detail in this work is of his own invention based on 
historical evidence, although without any footnotes or citations, it is 
impossible to discern where facts end and Sollien’s imagination begins. 
 Sollien’s focus on Olaus Hansen provides an interesting view of 
the troubles that Norwegian immigrants faced in nineteenth-century 
America. This is seen especially in the first few chapters, where Sollien 
lays out the journey that Hansen had to endure in order to reach 
America and then to settle a homestead in Winneshiek County, Iowa. 
A large portion of the book follows Hansen’s experience as part of the 
12th Iowa Infantry Regiment during the Civil War. Sollien provides 
extensive detail regarding the movements and engagements of the 
12th Iowa. With the end of the war, Hansen continued his military 
career. Sollien touches on life in the South during Reconstruction and 
ends with Hansen’s adventures in the Dakota Territories as part of the 
7th U.S. Cavalry. This first half of the book addresses topics most rele-
vant to readers interested in Iowa history, especially those interested 
in the history of European immigration and the Civil War.  
 Despite Sollien’s lively writing, readers should not accept the 
work’s historical accuracy without question. Although Sollien’s bibli-
ography shows that he consulted many works about the 12th Iowa, 
he admits that Hansen left no letters or diaries. The lack of footnotes 
leaves readers in the dark as to which parts of the story are based on 
historical fact and which are figments of Sollien’s imagination. He 
notes at the start of the narrative that Hansen’s “thoughts and actions 
are my own invention, based on historical fact” (10). For example, 
knowing that Hansen was both a Norwegian and a member of the 
12th Iowa, which was present at the battle of Fort Donelson in Febru-
ary 1862, Sollien imagines, “Olaus and Hans shook their heads. In-
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credible! Now what? How long were they going to be stuck in this ice 
box? Olaus pulled out his pipe with hands numb from the cold and 
managed to light it.” Throughout the work, Sollien, based on regimen-
tal histories or letter collections, imagines how Hansen would have 
likely reacted and creates imaginary discussions and scenarios. Such 
imaginings might serve well in a work of historical fiction. In fact, 
reading this book as if it were historical fiction might be the best way 
to glean insight from the author’s research. However, as a work of 
historical nonfiction, such use of imagination without citations or 
evidence creates serious problems. In addition, the work would have 
benefited from an examination of immigration historiography to con-
textualize Hansen’s immigrant experience. Most notably, the bibliog-
raphy does not cite works from the late Jon Gjerde, the most important 
historian of Norwegian immigration to the United States (From Peas-
ants to Farmers: The Migration from Belestrand, Norway, to the Upper Mid-
dle West and The Minds of the West: Ethnocultural Revolution in the Rural 
Middle West, 1830–1917). Sollien’s work addresses an important and 
overlooked topic. One may hope that it provides the impetus for more 
in-depth studies of Norwegian Americans, their place in Iowa history, 
and their role in the U.S. military during the Civil War and afterwards. 
 
 
Almost Pioneers: One Couple’s Homesteading Adventure in the West, by 
Laura Gibson Smith, edited by John J. Fry. Guilford, CT: TwoDot, 
imprint of Globe Pequot Press, 2013. xv, 215 pp. Maps, photographs, 
notes, appendix, index. $16.95 paperback. 

Reviewer Dee Garceau is professor of history at Rhodes College. She is the 
author of The Important Things of Life: Women, Work, and Family in Sweetwater 
County, Wyoming, 1880–1929 (1997). 

Western writer William Kittredge once said, “We tell stories so we can 
inhabit them.” Almost Pioneers speaks to our need to make meaning 
out of choices we have left behind. Laura Gibson Smith homesteaded 
barely three years in Chugwater, Wyoming, yet she flagged this expe-
rience as significant and wrote about it, even after returning to Iowa 
for most of her adult life. “There is a fascination about the vastness of 
the western plains,” she wrote, “the uncertainty of the horizon, the 
crispness and clarity of the air . . . that captures the imagination of any-
one who comes to Wyoming”(1). Not only was Smith moved by the 
high plains landscape, but the subsistence life of homesteading framed 
the first years of her marriage, adding romance to the daily business of 
working out domestic routines. Her memoir reads like trimmings in a 
scrapbook that make an ordinary life exceptional.  
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 Laura Smith and her husband, Earle, married in 1911, moved to 
Wyoming in 1913, and earned title to their claim in 1916. Their brief 
stint on the homestead offers insight into the range of motives for 
claiming public land. The Smiths caught the fever when others in their 
hometown spoke of “prospering with wheat and cattle” in Chug-
water, Wyoming (3). But the Smiths treated their claim as an invest-
ment, not as a ranch or farm. After earning title, they left Wyoming 
and rented the land to tenant ranchers. Their western claim became a 
modest, long-term source of income, and the Smiths became absentee 
landlords. They spent most of their adult lives in Iowa, Earle serving 
as county attorney and Laura raising their son. 
 Those neighbors who stayed on the land in Wyoming mobilized 
family labor in a group enterprise, committed to ranching full time. 
In contrast, Earle Smith periodically returned to Iowa to teach school 
while Laura held down their residency. In this respect, the Smiths 
were like single women homesteaders who supported their invest-
ment claims with wage work outside the claim. 
 But if the Smiths were temporary visitors on the land, Laura Gib-
son Smith still drew on the lore of pioneering to add meaning to their 
experience. Her stories of surviving rattlesnakes, high winds, and 
heavy snows became bonds that knit together a new marriage. Her 
descriptions of baking bread on a coal stove, carrying water, and 
learning to plan for long winters without access to grocery stores 
added color to domestic routine. Smith reveled in “roughing it” even 
as she described its inconveniences. The romance of pioneering was 
a luxury that temporary residents could afford; she was aware that 
neighboring ranch women tired of privation and that their childrear-
ing and ranching responsibilities bound them to their claims in ways 
that she and Earle escaped. Her narrative reveals what differences 
youth, temporary residency, and middle-class income could make in 
the lives of homesteaders on the high plains.  
 Editor John L. Fry has done a fine job annotating the memoir. His 
notes verify facts, add back story, and provide useful explanations of 
land law. In an afterword, Fry emphasizes the Smiths’ status as so-
journers who exploited an economic opportunity, but adds that even 
the opportunity for absentee landlords was short-lived, since drought 
and falling farm prices prompted committed ranchers to leave their 
homesteads and rented acreage by the score. What is most striking is 
that Laura Gibson Smith shared with lifelong ranch women a love of 
the Wyoming plains that deepened the color and texture of domestic 
life in significant ways. 
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Buffalo Bill on the Silver Screen: The Films of William F. Cody, by Sandra K. 
Sagala. William F. Cody Series on the History and Culture of the Ameri-
can West 1. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2013. xvi, 218 pp. 
Illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 hardcover.  

Reviewer J. T. Murphy is professor of history at Indiana University South Bend. 
His research and writing have focused on the military history of the U.S. West. 

“I am certainly in the lime light now if I ever was,” William F. Cody 
told his attorney in 1913, “and I will certainly keep it up because these 
moving pictures we are about to take will perpetuate me for future 
generations as well as for the present” (76). Ever conscious of his per-
sona as Buffalo Bill, Cody never hesitated to tell his story or place him-
self within the heroic narrative of the American West. He was Iowa-
born—a son of the frontier whose life as hunter, scout, and Indian 
fighter evoked an appealing mystique for eastern audiences. He be-
came the subject of dime novels, appeared in theater productions, 
published an autobiography in 1879 when only 33, and, after 1883, 
became best known touring with his Wild West Show. But by the start 
of the next century, increased competition and financial losses pushed 
Cody toward the new medium of motion pictures.  
 Beginning in 1894, he welcomed Thomas Edison’s cameras to 
showcase his troupe; then in 1910, Pliny P. Craft of the Patrick A. 
Powers Motion Picture Company helped Cody and his partner Gor-
don W. “Pawnee Bill” Lillie establish a film company of their own. 
Craft intended to capitalize on Cody’s fame, and the old scout appre-
ciated the continued attention. He appeared as himself in the opening 
and final scenes of John O’Brien’s The Life of Buffalo Bill (1912); as he 
dreamt about past exploits, an actor portrayed the younger Buffalo Bill. 
An advertisement in Motion Picture World called the film “a truthful 
record of the life of the only surviving hero of the Indian Wars” (49).  
 When a federal court forced Cody to pay his debts by auctioning 
off what remained of his Wild West Show, he found backers for a film 
project titled The Indian Wars (1913), a retelling of the Wounded Knee 
massacre. Insisting on authenticity and truth telling, he garnered sup-
port from the army and the Lakota, hired novelist and Indian War 
veteran Charles King to write the screenplay, and set up his cameras 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation. Unfortunately, the film fared poorly. 
Audiences liked its realism but increasingly questioned the sameness 
of western themes, while government officials worried that its mes-
sage was too real and at odds with their narrative of a benign Indian 
policy. Its failure forced Cody back on the circuit, but his popularity 
remained intact. After his death in 1917, filmmakers fought over rights 
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to his identity so they could continue telling Buffalo Bill stories. It 
seemed that no one grew tired of him. 
 Today, anyone interested in revisiting Cody’s life has access to 
new editions of his books, and the Buffalo Bill Center of the West has 
made his papers and films available through its digital archive. With 
Buffalo Bill on the Silver Screen, the first volume in the William F. Cody 
Series on the History and Culture of the American West, independent 
researcher and historian Sandra K. Sagala contributes to our under-
standing of this iconic American by clarifying the final stage of his 
lengthy career. She includes a list of movies and television shows that 
feature Buffalo Bill, but the focus of her narrative is the early films. By 
explaining Cody’s interest in the burgeoning industry, she reinforces 
his image as a self-promoting showman as well as a storyteller forever 
trying to inform and please the public.  
 
 
Mapping the Nation: History and Cartography in Nineteenth-Century America, 
by Susan Schulten. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013. xii, 246 
pp. Maps, illustrations, notes, index. $30.00 paperback. 

Reviewer David Bernstein is visiting assistant professor of history at Denison 
University. His Ph.D. dissertation (University of Wisconsin–Madison, 2011) 
was “How the West Was Drawn: Maps, Indians, and the Construction of the 
Trans-Mississippi West.” 

History, so dependent on chronology and change over time, has more 
recently begun to turn its attention to geography. Propelled in part by 
new digital visualization tools, this “spatial turn” has become the most 
coherent unifying theme of historical investigation since the cultural 
turn of the 1980s. Yet, as Susan Schulten argues in Mapping the Nation, 
long before GIS and Google maps seemingly revolutionized the ques-
tions historians could ask, people understood that how knowledge was 
organized and displayed shaped the substance of that knowledge. In 
words that could easily be applied to a twenty-first–century digital 
spatial history project, a reviewer of Francis Amasa Walker’s Statistical 
Atlas of the United States (1875) articulated this understanding: without 
maps “many interesting questions would scarcely be solved, and 
many others would never have been raised at all” (178). That realiza-
tion, according to Schulten, prompted nineteenth-century educators, 
scientists, social scientists, and federal administrators to use thematic 
mapping as a potent discursive tool. In so doing, they ushered in the 
graphic and map-saturated world we live in today.  
 In the first of two sections, Schulten explores how maps shaped na–
tional identity in the nineteenth century. That process was exemplified 
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by the work of educator Emma Willard, whose History of the United 
States, or the Republic of America (1828) used successive maps of the 
same region to tell a visual story of settlement as national progress. By 
emphasizing the backstory of the contemporary nation, Willard was 
the “first to depict American history through maps” (27). This analysis 
alone helps us understand the development of American nationalism, 
but it is Schulten’s focus on Willard’s intent that reveals the importance 
of nineteenth-century cartographic thought. By tracing her pedagogical 
vision through a series of innovative graphics (which can be viewed, 
along with a number of high-resolution maps, on the companion web-
site, www.mappingthenation.com), Schulten successfully demonstrates 
how Willard made the American nation a “tangible entity, much as 
Webster codified an American language” (39).  
 If maps could help construct progressive narratives of American 
history, they could also stimulate anxious ones. The frontier, as Schul-
ten argues, is a cartographic idea: it cannot exist without a map. That 
is no coincidence. Frederick Jackson Turner wrote his seminal essay 
“The Significance of the Frontier in American History” only after im-
mersing himself in contemporary statistical atlases and thematic maps. 
After completing his essay, Turner then sent a copy directly to Francis 
Amasa Walker, whose Statistical Atlas had proved so useful. Not only 
had Walker coined the phrase “frontier line” but he had depicted that 
invisible boundary on the 35 maps he created for the atlas. Thus, ac-
cording to Schulten, Walker “enabled Turner and others to visualize 
the frontier as a continuous line worthy of careful consideration” (186). 
 Yet maps could do more than create historical narratives. The sec-
ond section of Mapping the Nation, explores how government agencies, 
exemplified by Walker’s Bureau of Statistics, used thematic mapping 
as a form of analysis rather than simply to illustrate data. Using histo-
rian Brian Balogh’s model of a nineteenth-century government that 
was most powerful when it was “out of sight,” Schulten argues that 
the seemingly disparate maps created by the Coast Survey, Geological 
Survey, the Smithsonian, the Census Bureau, and the army need to be 
viewed together to understand cartography’s role in the creation of 
the modern bureaucratic state.  
 Mapping the Nation is an excellent historical inquiry. Perhaps more 
importantly, it reminds us that even as the volume of graphic informa-
tion circulated pushes our ability to absorb it, maps are still valuable 
analytical tools that can raise new questions, uncover unseen patterns, 
and generate new solutions to modern problems.  
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Something for Everyone: Memories of Lauerman Brothers Department Store, 
by Michael Leannah. Madison: Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 2013. 
xx, 204 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, index. $22.95 hardcover. 

Reviewer Matthew Lindaman is professor of history at Winona State University. 
He is the author of “First the War, Then the Future: Younkers Department Store 
and the Projection of a Civic Image during World War II” (Annals of Iowa, Winter 
2014). 

The twenty-first–century consumer landscape is dominated by big box 
stores such as Walmart, warehouse behemoth Amazon, and fast-food 
restaurants. These entities have displaced the twentieth-century shop-
ping experience of the regional department stores. Michael Leannah’s 
Something for Everyone waxes nostalgic as he seeks to capture the van-
ishing history of iconic regional department stores, focusing on the 
Lauerman Brothers Department Store of Marinette, Wisconsin, as a 
case study in what has been lost. 
 Employing the store’s advertising slogan, Something for Everyone, 
as the title of his book, Leannah underscores the versatility of Lauer-
man Brothers, which enjoyed a nearly 100-year reign as the anchor of 
Marinette’s main street square. Multiple departments, ranging from 
shoes to paint and wallpaper, filled the three-story, ornate building. 
The entire operation included a popular lunch counter, known for its 
frosted malted milk cones, a doughnut machine located on the first 
floor, talking Christmas trees during the build-up to the holiday sea-
son, and an overflow warehouse.  
 Leannah argues that much was lost in the transition to twenty-
first–century consumerism as managers and corporate CEOs figured 
out how to logistically move larger amounts of bulk goods at cheaper 
prices, thus displacing the regional department stores. “Of course, the 
owners of Wal-Mart and Shopko aren’t seen on the city’s sidewalks or 
in the next pew over in church on Sunday,” the author wryly notes 
(42). Specifically, he underscores the loss of personal service, human 
connections, and civic engagement, all parts of Lauerman Brothers’ 
success and history. Dozens of the store’s employees, many of whom 
worked for the Lauerman family for decades, are named to under-
score the importance of service and personal connections. Although 
the employees were known by their real names, they were even better 
known, perhaps most tellingly and comfortingly, as the store’s own 
“Maytag Man” or “Lunch-Counter Lady.” As for the Lauerman family, 
Leannah argues, “Unlike the business executives of today, the Lauer-
mans were stitched into the fabric of the community of Marinette” (42). 
 Chapters covering the store’s advertising and civic engagement 
initiatives are the richest in source materials and anecdotal evidence. 
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Leannah deftly traces the evolution in Lauermans’ advertising cam-
paigns, starting in the 1890s. “Always a little cheaper than the cheap-
est” (136) was the store’s mantra, and for decades Lauerman Brothers 
held itself to the slogan while drawing customers and turning a hand-
some profit, which in turn was invested back into the community. In 
the chapter covering the store’s civic initiatives, readers learn that the 
Lauerman family supported the Marinette Bijou Theatre, sponsored 
a semiprofessional football team in the 1920s, and donated money to 
Marinette’s parks and football stadium. Friday evenings in Marinette 
belonged to Lauerman Brothers as it was the social place to be during 
the evening’s extended business hours. 
 From the 1920s to the 1940s, Lauermans’ expanded its regional 
and even national reach. Iowa readers will be interested to note that a 
Lauerman Brothers store existed in Waterloo, Iowa, during the 1920s 
and 1930s, the biggest of over a dozen Lauerman branch stores. By 
the 1950s, the Lauerman family also included a prosperous Marinette 
Knitting Company, which held exclusive rights to produce Disney 
clothing, in its portfolio. 
 Leannah does a great job of chronicling the social and cultural his-
tory of Lauerman Brothers Department Store as an iconic institution, 
although the book should not be taken as a scholarly history. It is de-
void of notes, while offering a casual approach to the subject that makes 
it easy to read. The author’s main sources include newspaper advertise-
ments and articles supplemented by personal interviews with past em-
ployees. Readers who fondly remember a bygone shopping era domi-
nated by regional, flagship department stores will not be disappointed.  
 
 
The Church and the Land: The National Catholic Rural Life Conference and 
American Society, 1923–2007, by David S. Bovée. Washington, DC: 
Catholic University of America Press, 2010. xiii, 399 pp. Tables, illus-
trations, notes, bibliography, index. $79.95 hardcover or e-book. 

Reviewer Philip J. Nelson is adjunct professor of history at the University of 
Northern Iowa. His research interests include soil conservation and communi-
tarian thought and movements. 

The Jeffersonian ideal of the vital, propertied, middle-class farm family 
as the cornerstone of the republic and backbone of society has resonated 
down through American history. The belief system associated with it 
attained mythic status even as America became a largely urbanized, 
commercial colossus. The viability of a large class of independent, 
semi–self-sufficient farmers was threatened as early as the 1920s. 
In response, a whole host of individuals and organizations joined a 
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growing effort to lead America’s development along the lines of a 
small-scale, substantially rural, agrarian, decentralized society. The 
Church and the Land, by David Bovée, chronicles the history of one 
such group, the National Catholic Rural Life Conference (NCRLC). 
 Bovée argues that the immediate reason for establishing the NCRLC 
in the 1920s, beyond the concern with the fundamental direction of 
American society, was the growing belief that rural Catholics were 
increasingly being lost to the faith. The stated purposes of the NCRLC, 
then, became “solving the Catholic rural population problem and 
forming the rural arm of the American Catholic social action move-
ment” (163). Bovée calls these the manifest functions of the NCRLC. 
But it also had a more hidden or latent function of “forming an ‘identi-
ty group’ for rural Catholics, who were unrepresented by any formal 
organization until 1923” (163). Bovée deals most directly with the for-
mer purpose and mostly indirectly with the latter. 
 Bovée employs a strictly chronological approach for most of the 
book, except for the last few chapters, which tend to wander themati-
cally through the past four decades. As the first full-length study of 
the NCRLC, the book is a valuable addition to the literature. Bovée’s 
description of the book as an institutional and intellectual analysis is 
largely borne out by his first-rate institutional history of the NCRLC, 
with meticulous research and copious footnotes. He also brings to 
life the wide-ranging diversity of thought in the twentieth-century 
American Catholic church without sectarian cheerleading. 
 Another strength is the succinct writing style. The book opens 
with an excellent stage-setting chapter on Catholic rural America in 
the 1920s. Even before the formation of the NCRLC under the leader-
ship of Bishop Edwin Vincent O’Hara, agrarians in the church, as Bo-
vée shows, were divided between those who wanted to pursue radical 
social reform and those concerned with the more mundane problem of 
a perceived decline in the number of rural Catholics. The developing 
rural policy was in accord with the overall defensive nature of the 
church, which felt itself under attack from movements such as immi-
gration restriction, a resurgence of the KKK, prohibition, and compul-
sory public schooling. In response, the NCRLC explored a wide variety 
of solutions, including land colonization, religious correspondence 
schools, vacation schools, home missionary work, cooperatives, con-
ventions, and an array of publications. The Great Depression forced 
the NCRLC to increasingly address economic issues. Even as it turned 
more and more toward government intervention to stem the crisis, it 
remained critical of that approach.  
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 The dominant theme of the 1940s and 1950s was the charismatic 
leadership of Monsignor Luigi Ligutti. Much of his early notoriety 
came from his work with the Granger Homestead subsistence farming 
project just north of Des Moines, although the author does not spend 
much time on it or on any of the land colonization schemes initiated 
by the Catholic church. This and other topics flow by quickly, treated 
methodically yet sometimes cursorily. Bovée gives more expansive 
treatment to the inner workings of the NCRLC. Like any institution, it 
was not immune from bureaucratic infighting, and Bovée is appropri-
ately critical at times, especially of the contradiction of trying to restore 
simple rural life using modern bureaucratic means. Ligutti injected an 
added dimension into the NCRLC by turning toward international con-
cerns. In fact, he spent so much time traveling, lecturing, and soliciting 
donations that his absence from the office contributed to recurring fi-
nancial crises. 
 In later chapters, filled with interesting and little-known stories, 
Bovée presents the NCRLC’s more contemporary interests in issues 
ranging from rural poverty to agribusiness to environmental concerns. 
As part of his solid treatment of the farm crisis of the 1980s, he shows 
how the NCRLC supported the radical National Farmers’ Organiza-
tion while engaging in a two-decade-long feud with the Farm Bureau. 
Throughout, Bovée remains faithful to his stated thesis that the NCRLC 
maintained its basic founding principles, although in altered form as 
an accommodation to changes in the larger society. The author admits 
that fighting to save the family farm was a losing battle.  
 In a short final chapter, Bovée competently assesses the NCRLC’s 
important effects and main developmental themes. But he seems re-
luctant to ask the nagging, big question that hangs over the subject of 
American decentralist reformers of the mid–twentieth century: Why 
did the NCRLC, along with hundreds of mainly secular cultural re-
formers, fail in their attempt to direct the evolution of American so-
ciety more along the lines of a rural, decentralized society? They truly 
believed that most aspects of rural and small-town life were superior 
to those of a centralized, urban/surburban civilization. If it is true that 
humans make their own history and produce their own societies and 
that no particular cultural form is historically inevitable, then it would 
appear that there was a short but real window of opportunity between 
1920 and 1960. Given the fundamental problems that beset present-
day Americans, perhaps a revisioning of the cultural order, partially 
along the lines of this road not taken, would be advisable. 
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A Diverse Community of Believers and Seekers: A History of the First Chris-
tian Church in Iowa City, Iowa, 1863–2013, by David Hudson. Coralville: 
First Christian Church, 2013. viii, 189 pp. Illustrations, notes, appen-
dixes. 

Reviewer Bill R. Douglas researches Iowa’s religious history from Des Moines. 
He retains church membership at Heartland Presbyterian Church, Clive. 

 “One day in the early 1980’s, a woman came in to the church office to 
see Bob Welsh. ‘God told me to come talk to you,’ she announced.” As 
uncomfortable as that pronouncement might make historians—and 
many mainline religionists—how Welsh, the First Christian Church, 
and the Iowa City religious community responded to that challenge 
provides a better take on the state of Iowa religion than a cynical view. 
 As a historian of Iowa religion who belongs to a generation that 
seeks to write history from the bottom up, why can’t I read congrega-
tional histories? I’m guessing it’s the hagiography; the most interesting 
congregations seem too busy making history to record it—or, not in-
frequently, are embarrassed by history and want to erase it. There are 
exceptions—Allen Fisher and David Hay’s take on First Presbyterian 
Church in Cedar Rapids and Tamara Andrews’s “folk history” of 
Grace United Methodist Church in Des Moines. The fall/winter 2013 
issue of the Journal of Presbyterian History has welcome advice on how 
to make local church histories contextual—and then ignores its own 
advice by describing the Scotch Grove Presbyterian Church without 
mentioning Barbara Scot’s memoir, Prairie Reunion. 
 The rhythms and tumults of a congregation are complicated, con-
tradictory, and mysterious, as anyone who has stayed awake occupy-
ing a pew could testify. The grace of David Hudson’s book is to evoke 
such complexity—although only in the later years do we get much of 
a view from the pew, surely due to the availability of evidence.  
 Interspersed in a mostly narrative history, three chapters of excur-
sus—covering revivalism, ecumenism, and campus ministry, along 
with chapter 14, “Our Ministry with Others”—may be more valuable 
to those who are not members of the congregation. Congregations 
contemplating a new building may find helpful Appendix C, “Build-
ing for Worship,” written from separate drafts by Sally Smith and 
Welsh. [Full disclosure: As a graduate student at the University of 
Iowa in the mid-1970s, I knew Smith as campus minister, and know 
nothing to detract from Hudson’s high praise of her.] Of the resulting 
structure, though, I must have passed by it hundreds of times, more 
bemused by what already seemed a modish retro vibe than invited in.  
 Extensively researched and eminently readable, the narrative chap-
ters also contain insight. Hudson correctly points to the congregational 
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event that was most significant for the denomination’s history: Caroline 
Pearre’s founding of a women’s missionary society that blossomed 
into the national Disciples group. Hudson locates this at a time of local 
retrenchment. More national denominational context would have been 
welcome; for example, when the local church sponsored an overture 
to the national Disciples convention to recognize conscientious objec-
tion (138), we are left wondering what became of that resolution. 
 But back to that importuning woman in Welsh’s office: she said 
many people needed shoes and clothing. The community response 
packed clothes nearly to the rafters. Miracles are outside a historian’s 
jurisdiction, but capturing small acts of compassion could be congre-
gational histories’ dissent to larger narratives of avarice and power. 
 
 
Grant Wood’s Iowa: A Visitor’s Guide, by Wende Elliott and William 
Balthazar Rose. Woodstock, VT: Countryman Press, 2013. xviii, 112 
pp. Illustrations, maps, index. $19.95 paperback. 

Reviewer Jan Olive Full is senior principal and managing member of Tallgrass 
Historians L.C., an Iowa City-based historical and archaeological consulting 
firm. 

Few American painters are as well known as Grant Wood, especially 
for his ubiquitous American Gothic. Yet outside Iowa, the physical loca-
tions that nurtured Wood and served as his bucolic settings are much 
less familiar. This slim, well-illustrated volume intends to rectify that. 
Organized into five geographic chapters focused on clusters of Wood-
related sites, the book is reminiscent of the “tours” promoted in the 
1938 WPA guide to Iowa. Following autobiographical prefaces, the 
author and her spouse, the book’s photographer, describe each loca-
tion and explain its historical association with the artist. Not all sites 
are directly linked to Wood. Sidebars offer interesting if tangential 
information on other artists and areas. 
 The author’s insights on Wood’s personal and professional life, 
as well as Wood’s evolving reception by art historians, are perceptive 
and informative though frequently purely speculative. Much of the 
text is overly dramatic and romanticized. And despite living in Iowa 
for a decade, the author manages to paint modern-day Iowans as pro-
vincial sorts—not an easy task in today’s global village—and their 
cities as charming cultural oases (87). Cedar Rapids, for example, 
home of a large Quaker Oats factory adjacent to the city’s downtown, 
is compared to “a modern-day Florence,” its small skyscrapers evoca-
tive of the Superman television set (20). Despite sometimes confusing 
directions (West Branch is a recommended as a “good pit stop” after 
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leaving Iowa City and heading west toward Des Moines [83]) and 
awkward geographical groupings of sites, the book offers a light and 
breezy introduction to the abundant artistic landscape to be discov-
ered in Iowa.  
 
 
The Crusade Years, 1933–1955: Herbert Hoover’s Lost Memoir of the New 
Deal and Its Aftermath, by Herbert Hoover, edited by George H. Nash. 
Stanford, CA: Hoover Institution Press, 2013. xlv, 519 pp. Illustrations, 
notes, appendixes, index. $39.95 hardcover. 

Reviewer Glen Jeansonne is professor of history at the University of Wiscon-
sin–Milwaukee. He is the author of The Life of Herbert Hoover, 1928–1933: 
Fighting Quaker (2012) and is working on a complete biography of Hoover. 

Herbert Hoover remains a relevant presence. In 2011 the Hoover Insti-
tution Press published his account of the Cold War, Freedom Betrayed. 
The Crusade Years, 1933–1955 followed two years later, after lying fal-
low in the vaults of the Hoover Institution for more than 50 years. The 
ex-president began work on the books during World War II and sus-
pended his labor in about 1955, then halted without completing either 
study, turning to more immediate pursuits. They were turned over to 
a committee comprising his sons, Alan and Herbert Jr., and several 
friends and relatives who feared that some tart passages might dam-
age living persons or Hoover’s own reputation. With the publication 
of Freedom Betrayed, a lengthy dissertation on foreign policy, and The 
Crusade Years, a prolific complement, chiefly on domestic policy, spe-
cifically the trend toward collectivism in government, focusing on the 
New Deal and socialism abroad, it is as if an archivist had uncovered a 
musty epilogue to Romeo and Juliet or Charles Dickens had surprised 
us with another chapter dealing with the “Ghost of Christmas Past.” 
As these classics continue to fascinate, so, too, does Hoover. 
 After his presidency, which ended with the bitter defeat of 1932, 
Hoover became the most prolifically published ex-president in history. 
His interests ranged from the welfare of children to fishing, food relief, 
and world peace. Denied his party’s presidential nomination in 1936 
and 1940, he moved to the right and remained influential in GOP poli-
tics, speaking at conventions and campaigning during biennial con-
gressional elections. He feuded with Franklin D. Roosevelt for more 
than three terms, befriended Harry S Truman, became reasonably 
close to Dwight D. Eisenhower, was active in relief during and espe-
cially after World War II, and chaired two government commissions 
on reorganization of the executive branch. He traveled as an emissary 
to Europe in 1937, had audiences with Hitler and Goering and with 
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countless other public officials. He squabbled with Churchill over food 
relief during World War II, as he had done during World War I. A 
leader in the Boys’ Clubs of America, an opponent of the Morgenthau 
Plan to deindustrialize Germany, and also an opponent of dispatching 
American ground troops abroad, he partly won his point in Eisen-
hower’s “New Look” defense policy. Hoover was not always on the 
winning side during the events of his times, but he was always a factor. 
 Hoover knew everybody who was anybody, including every pres-
ident from Theodore Roosevelt to Lyndon Baines Johnson as well as 
Charles Lindbergh, Henry Ford, and Amelia Earhart. He was a happy 
workaholic, not a born writer but a made one. Every page of this pon-
derous tome was written longhand. It is a combination of history, bi-
ography, and opinion. The orphan from Iowa was not content to leave 
the judgments of history, or his role in it, to others. As in his other 
lengthy books, one weakness is the author’s tendency to repeat himself 
and to incorporate full-length speeches he delivered, which, though 
meaty, are also verbose. Iowa readers will find little specifically about 
Hoover’s residence in West Branch, although a few speeches he deliv-
ered there to commemorate his birthday on several occasions are in-
cluded in their entirety.  
 These recently published companion volumes, with their lengthy 
gestation period, birthed long after his death, are among the prolific 
ex-president’s most important legacies. They demonstrate the most 
highly consistent philosophic vein since he penned American Individu-
alism in 1922. They also help solidify Hoover’s place in history, not as a 
great president, but as a highly versatile individual, and someone who 
never gave up, who experienced his share of setbacks and successes, 
led a momentously absorbing life, and put it down on paper.  
 The meticulous editing of George H. Nash, the dean of Hoover 
scholars, adds value to Hoover’s own work. Nash clarifies, confirms, 
amplifies, excises, and explains, with impeccable judgment, letting 
Hoover speak, but elucidating language and obscure references. Emi-
nently fair, Nash has devoted his life to Hoover scholarship. He adds 
an introduction that sets the manuscript in perspective and traces in 
painstaking detail via a comprehensible chronology the development 
of the stages of the book. He also adds appendixes, which Hoover had 
wavered over including. This work, for both Hoover and Nash, required 
inordinate dedication. With its publication, Nash adds additional com-
plexity to the multifaceted tapestry of Hoover historiography.  
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The Quiet Season: Remembering Country Winters, by Jerry Apps. Madison: 
Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 2013. v, 147 pp. $22.95 hardcover. 

Reviewer Barbara J. Dilly is associate professor of anthropology at Creighton 
University and an Iowa resident. Her current research focuses on popular cul-
ture images of young women in American agriculture. She also applies her re-
search and personal experience as an active participant in the transformation 
of American agriculture toward more sustainable practices in the Midwest. 

The winter of 2013–14 is one Iowans will remember as a hard one, but 
not like the ones Jerry Apps remembers back in the 1940s in Wisconsin. 
We now get through winter by turning up the thermostat and going 
about in insulated waterproof garments and warm vehicles. Apps and 
his family cut more wood and suffered soggy wool. Car heaters existed 
but were not yet perfected. 
 Apps’s remembering of the material and social life of winter is a 
good read. It is short and not too deep—good for conversations about 
the good old days and how we got through them. But it isn’t shallow. 
It has a message. Those of us who live in the upper Midwest need to 
make peace with winter to survive it, and that entails rites of passage 
into a particular kind of personhood with particular values and rela-
tionships. It makes us patient and resilient. It requires us to rely on and 
care for each other. It calls us to respect the power of an unforgiving 
nature—and appreciate its beauty. If you read this memoir carefully, 
the story is not just about winters of the past; it is about letting winter 
shape us, not trying to make winter conform to our needs for comfort. 
Before Iowans face another winter, they should read this book and 
think about the value of the experience. Don’t leave. Some of us have 
to stay here and tell the stories that make us who we are.  
 
 
A Railroad Atlas of the United States in 1946, volume 5, Iowa & Minnesota, 
by Richard C. Carpenter. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 
2013. xx, 211 pp. Maps, notes, appendix, indexes. $70.00 hardcover. 

Reviewer H. Roger Grant is the Kathryn and Calhoun Lemon Professor of His-
tory at Clemson University. He is the author of numerous books and articles 
on railroads; the most recent is The Louisville, Cincinnati & Charleston Rail Road: 
Dreams of Linking North and South (Indiana University Press, 2014). 

Railroad maps have long been popular. In the 1920s industry magnate 
O. P. Van Sweringen allegedly told a Cleveland, Ohio, reporter that 
his two favorite authors were “Rand and McNally.” In the not-so-
distant past a number of history-oriented railroad map albums have 
appeared. Kalmbach Publishing Company, producer of Trains and 
Classic Trains magazines, found strong sales for its reprint of the 1928 
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Handy Railroad Atlas of the United States, which features a state-by-state 
set of maps initially published by Rand McNally. More recently, Mike 
Walker has produced a series of map publications of railroads in North 
America, including Comprehensive Railroad Atlas of North America: Prairies 
East and Ozarks, which covers Iowa and shows steam and electric inter-
urban railroads past and present. The newest contribution to railroad 
maps that includes the Hawkeye State is Richard Carpenter’s volume 
under review here. 
 As its title indicates, this volume reveals the once extensive network 
of rail lines that as of 1946 blanketed Iowa and Minnesota. It does so 
in considerable detail, indicating both operating and abandoned lines. 
Take the insert map for Boone, Iowa, for example. The half-page, color-
coded drawing shows how the Chicago & North Western; Fort Dodge, 
Des Moines & Southern (electric); and Milwaukee Road served this 
county-seat town. The map also indicates a piece of the North Western 
that had been abandoned about 1930. Included, too, are locations of 
various support facilities, such as an interlocking plant. The full-page 
drawing of Des Moines graphically reveals the complexities of railroads 
that served the capital in the immediate post–World War II period. In 
addition to town and city maps, the volume proceeds largely county-
by-county across the state. Additional features included are notes on 
maps, references, and indexes of coaling stations, interlocking plants 
and former interlocking plants, passenger and non-passenger stations, 
tunnels, and viaducts. 
 Any undertaking of this magnitude inevitably produces errors. 
Examples abound (Morton rather than Morton Mills, Thompson River 
rather than Grand River, and Southern Illinois Railway rather than 
Southern Iowa Railway). Then there are historical misstatements. Take 
the Iowa & Southwestern Railroad in Page County, for example. It 
was not abandoned in 1916, but rather a year later, and then in 1918 
its rails and other salvageable materials were removed. It is surprising 
(even shocking) that the extensive works of Don L. Hofsommer, dean 
of railroad historians of the Midwest, are virtually ignored in the ref-
erence list.  
 If this volume is used in conjunction with Mike Walker’s Compre-
hensive Railroad Atlas of North America: Prairie East and Ozarks, anyone 
who seeks to learn the location of an active or abandoned rail line in 
Iowa should readily find the information.  
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Off the Main Lines: A Photographic Odyssey, by Don L. Hofsommer. Rail-
roads Past and Present. Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana Uni-
versity Press, 2013. x, 307 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $55.00 
paperback, $45.99 e-book. 

Reviewer Kevin Byrne is professor emeritus of history at Gustavus Adolphus 
College. His research and writing have focused on military history and the 
history of technology and railroads. 

In Off the Main Lines, prolific and accomplished railroad historian Don 
Hofsommer displays his lifelong fascination with photographing the 
world of railroading. His black-and-white images of railways and his 
impressively detailed captions constitute the essence of this study. He 
opens with a short autobiographical introduction and provides brief 
contextual information for each chapter and subchapter. The volume 
traces 40 years of the author’s whereabouts and of railroad history, 
from roughly 1950 through 1990, focusing on the declining branch 
lines and secondary roads that were “off the main lines.”  
 Raised in small-town Iowa, Hofsommer subsequently followed a 
path that took him—and his camera—to Colorado, Minnesota, Okla-
homa, Texas, and nearby states. Images from these locations dominate 
this aptly subtitled “photographic odyssey,” and many of the captions 
disclose Hofsommer’s memories of family excursions and railroad 
employees he knew by name. Rest assured, too, the book is excellent 
history. It transports readers through time and space, providing a vis-
ceral sense of the eroding dignity of branch lines and the locales that 
depended on them, as the embattled industry labored to adapt to 
changing circumstances. Fittingly, the upper Midwest features promi-
nently: fully one-third of the volume focuses on the Hawkeye State; 
one chapter highlights Minnesota railways.  
 Overall, Hofsommer mourns the decline of these branch lines, but 
his concluding photos foreshadow their partial revitalization by the 
1990s. The book is a fitting tribute to its subject; railroad enthusiasts 
across the upper Midwest and beyond will find Hofsommer’s person-
alized history to be both edifying and immensely rewarding. 
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Madam Chairman: Mary Louise Smith and the Republican Revival after Water-
gate, by Suzanne O’Dea. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2012. 
x, 202 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 hardcover. 

Reviewer Catherine E. Rymph is associate professor of history at the University 
of Missouri. She is the author of Republican Women: Feminism and Conservatism 
from Suffrage to the Rise of the New Right (2006). 

Born into a Republican family in southeastern Iowa, Mary Louise Smith 
did not become an active party worker until the late 1940s, when Cath-
lene Blue, Iowa’s former First Lady, encouraged the young housewife 
to join a local Republican women’s club. Over the next decades, by 
virtue of her talent for grassroots organizing, her celebrated speaking 
skills, her ability to earn the confidence of those in power, and her 
own conviction that she had something to offer, Smith would continue 
to rise through the ranks. By 1964, she ran successfully to be Iowa’s 
Republican National Committeewoman, moved quickly onto the RNC 
Executive Committee and was the first woman to chair the RNC in the 
critical years after Watergate. A “female first” during the heyday of 
second-wave feminism, she was also a consummate party loyalist. Her 
belief in the two-party system and her commitment to her party never 
wavered. As her biographer Suzanne O’Dea writes, however, Mary 
Louise Smith “found the limits of that loyalty and discipline” (164). 
Many of those limits concerned Smith’s persistent commitment to 
women’s equality even as her party came to be seen as increasingly 
hostile to that commitment under Ronald Reagan’s presidency.  

Based on a thorough examination of Smith’s papers (held at the 
Iowa Women’s Archives), other archival sources, and oral interviews, 
O’Dea’s work contributes to our knowledge of Iowa politics, the na-
tional Republican Party, and women in leadership. A strength of the 
book is the large number of interviews O’Dea conducted not only with 
Smith, but also with many of the Republican women and men Smith 
worked with over the years.  

The book covers Smith’s long life, from her birth in Eddyville, Iowa, 
in 1914, to her death in 1997. It concentrates, though, on the period 
when she was most in the public eye, the late 1960s to the mid-1980s. 
O’Dea argues that Smith’s strengths and interests were always more 
in organizing than in policy. O’Dea traces the inner workings of the 
Republican organization, especially during Smith’s tenure as RNC 
chairman (to which O’Dea devotes 6 of her 12 chapters). The party 
attempted to rebuild after Richard Nixon’s resignation, a time when 
few Americans identified with the party and when its financial con-
dition was dire. One of the difficulties Smith faced was the reluctance 
of longtime Republican donors to contribute to the party in the face of 
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new post-Watergate campaign finance laws. O’Dea takes us behind 
the scenes as Smith and other leaders debated controversial strategies 
for promoting the party. Seen by some as an unqualified, ill-advised, 
temporary appointee, Smith was subject to repeated calls for her ouster. 
She held on, however, through the 1976 elections. Despite party losses 
in 1974 and 1976, she produced significant accomplishments, especially, 
O’Dea suggests, in bringing the RNC back to financial viability. 

O’Dea explores the sexism Smith encountered, her support for 
abortion rights and for the Equal Rights Amendment, along with her 
growing awareness that she was a “feminist” (while still asserting that 
she was, as O’Dea notes, “first a Republican and only second a feminist”) 
(51). Smith’s interests in women’s equality did not lead automatically 
to a concern for the equality of other groups. O’Dea’s discussions of 
Smith’s evolution on issues of race are especially interesting. She notes 
that the black civil rights movement “did not engage” Smith during 
the critical years of the fifties and sixties (21). When President Reagan 
appointed her as a member of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 
Smith had to learn about black civil rights from fellow commissioner 
Mary Frances Berry. Yet she came to be a strong advocate for affirma-
tive action and busing, much to Reagan’s chagrin.  

Smith was certainly a national figure, especially during her tenure 
as RNC chair, but readers of the Annals of Iowa will undoubtedly be 
particularly interested in the book’s Iowa stories, including accounts 
of Smith’s friendship with former Governor Bob Ray, her involvement 
with the Iowa Women’s Political Caucus, and her reaction to the Iowa 
Republican Party’s shift to the right during the 1980s and 1990s.  

Smith was an intensely private person, so O’Dea’s book is, not 
surprisingly, mostly a story of Smith’s public life. We learn very little 
about her life as a daughter, sister, mother, or wife. There are occa-
sional glimpses of her private concerns, most notably in reference to 
the last years of her husband’s life, when, O’Dea tells us, his health 
was a factor in Smith’s decision to step down as RNC chair. But we 
learn little about how her public life in politics, her commitments to 
the Republican Party and to feminist principles, grew out of or influ-
enced her private life.  

This book joins Sara Fitzgerald’s recent biography of Elly Peterson 
of Michigan, who served as RNC assistant chair in the late 1960s, in 
restoring the histories of dynamic, feminist, Republican leaders. (See 
Sara Fitzgerald, Elly Peterson: “Mother” of the Moderates [2011].) Such 
women deserve to be better known. We can be grateful to Suzanne 
O’Dea for helping us better understand the public accomplishments 
and professional struggles of Mary Louise Smith. 
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Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the Age of Globaliza-
tion, by Ryan Poll. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2012. xii, 
223 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $72.00 hardcover, 
$24.95 paperback. 

Reviewer Jon Lauck is senior advisor to Senator John Thune. He is the author, 
most recently, of The Lost Region: Toward a Revival of Midwestern History (2013). 

Despite the centrality of rural living and the predominance of small 
towns in the history of Iowa and of the United States more generally, 
the nature of small-town life has not been a frequent subject of study, 
perhaps because of its sheer ubiquity until the mid-twentieth century 
or the relative absence of drama to the story. There were exceptions, of 
course, including books such as Lewis Atherton’s Main Street on the 
Middle Border (1954), Richard Lingeman’s Small Town America (1980), 
and, most recently, John Miller’s Small-Town Dreams (2014), but these 
exist as exceptions to the general rule. Those earlier but infrequent 
works on American small towns genuinely sought to analyze and ex-
plain their history; Ryan Poll’s Main Street and Empire seeks instead to 
minimize and transcend their influence. The book is an attempt to, as 
the author sees it, cleanse American culture of the pervasive and con-
tinuing presence of small towns and the “ideology” they represent.  
 From the beginning of Main Street and Empire, there is little doubt 
about the basis of Poll’s analysis. Early on, he declares his adherence 
to “Marxist literary and cultural criticism,” or what is more generically 
known as “critical theory,” a line of thinking that first took form with 
the work of the Frankfurt School during the early twentieth century 
(18). Throughout his book, Poll relies on the now familiar band of 
Marxist/critical theoreticians and their allies who have strongly influ-
enced academic discourse in recent years: Theodor Adorno, Walter 
Benjamin, Louis Althusser, Frederic Jameson, Michel Foucault, Jurgen 
Habermas, Eric Hobsbawm, Judith Butler, etc. Unlike historians such 
as Atherton, Lingeman, and Miller, who grew up in the small towns 
they studied, Poll has no personal connection to his object of study. 
He grew up in Chicago, attended college in Atlanta, and earned a Ph.D. 
in English at the University of California–Davis, where he absorbed 
Marxist critical theory. His view of small towns is determined by the 
lens of critical theory, which is purposely designed to promote the 
transformation of the existing order and the “emancipation” of the 
oppressed, not by more traditional and nonactivist theorizing, general 
empiricism, data collection, or personal experience.  
 Poll thinks, in short, that the small town has developed into a per-
verse ideological force in American culture. Too many people are at-
tracted to the small-town ethos and small-scale communal living, he 
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argues, and that has caused a social blindness to widespread social 
oppression. The small-town marketing of Walmart, for example, ob-
scures capitalist exploitation, and nice images of small towns obscure 
racism and exclusionary practices. Notions of innocent small towns 
also make it impossible, Poll argues, to see America’s imperial domi-
nation of the world. Films such as Frank Capra’s It’s a Wonderful Life, 
plays such as Thornton Wilder’s Our Town, Walt Disney’s theme park, 
and people like Donna Reed and Andy Griffith are all sources of op-
pression, in his view. To equate small towns with the nation’s “heri-
tage” or “traditions” is to promote fascism, according to Poll.  
 Poll does not dwell on the American small town as a “real, material 
place”; he focuses instead on its ideological implications or its impact 
on society and politics. There is an important connection, however, 
that Poll ignores: the reason people are attracted to small towns—and 
therefore not ready to man the barricades and spearhead a revolution 
—is that many people grew up in them and found them desirable. The 
novelist and screenwriter Diane Johnson, in her recent memoir, Flyover 
Lives (2014), recalls with great fondness her childhood of love and 
community in Illinois. Such recollections and myriad others cannot be 
reconciled with critical theory, however, so they are pressed into the 
category of false consciousness. If, from Poll’s perspective, empirical 
evidence and actual human testimony conflict with theory, then so 
much the worse for the evidence and testimony.  
 Another central component of Poll’s book is its heavy reliance on 
the notion of a “revolt from the village,” the idea that some writers in 
the 1920s finally rebelled against their small-town heritage and wrote 
scathing attacks on small-town life. Poll begins his book with a chapter 
on this idea and ends it with a rallying cry to perpetuate the unfinished 
revolt against small-town life. But the existence of a “village revolt” 
was vehemently denied by the writers who supposedly triggered it 
and was instead based on one tossed-off magazine article that passed 
into literary history as fact and remains, therefore, a largely imaginary 
“revolt.” (See Jon K. Lauck, “The Myth of the Midwestern ‘Revolt 
from the Village,’” MidAmerica [2013]). Given this misreading of the 
“revolt” and Poll’s more general obeisance to critical theory and the 
distortions that result, it would be best to look for the history of Amer-
ican small towns in other works.  
 
 



302      THE ANNALS OF IOWA 

Intimacy across Borders: Race, Religion, and Migration in the U.S. Midwest, 
by Jane Juffer. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2013. xx, 180 pp. 
Notes, works cited, index. $26.95 paperback. 

Reviewer Douglas Firth Anderson is professor of history at Northwestern Col-
lege (Iowa) and coauthor of Orange City (2014). 

“Can one make a home out of wanderings?” (61). Jane Juffer asks this 
and related questions about her own life journey from Sioux County, 
Iowa, toward her current identities as a wife, mother, and scholar of 
Latino/a and feminist studies. She also asks the question about Latino 
immigrants in Sioux County, Iowa. The book’s varied wanderings also 
provide an angle for assessing the work. [Full disclosure: I know the 
author’s parents and a few of her local sources, but I do not know the 
author.] 
 For this history journal and its readers, Juffer’s book is worth con-
sidering because it documents some recent history and contemporary 
trends in one Iowa locale. Its approach, however, is not historical, but 
rather postmodern cultural studies. It is a difficult read—it wanders in 
and out of memoir, journalism, and feminist and postmodern theory 
without finding a narrative home in any of them. Arguably, this wan-
dering approach reflects a postmodern perspective in which no meta-
narrative has legitimacy; it also reflects the past of the author and the 
contemporary situation of Latino migrants.  
 The bulk of Juffer’s volume—the preface, parts of the introduction, 
and the first three chapters—deals with Sioux County, Iowa, albeit in 
a wandering fashion. The author grew up in the midwestern-inflected 
Dutch Reformed culture of late twentieth-century Sioux Center. Feel-
ing constrained by the theology, mores, and political sensibilities of 
“home,” she found her way into social justice work with Latinos, and 
then into Latino/a and feminist studies. Ironically—perhaps provi-
dentially, from a Reformed perspective—her husband is also familiar 
with the Dutch Reformed religious tradition. He, though, is not mid-
western, but rather “coloured” South African. This personal “intimacy 
across borders” foreshadows Juffer’s return “home” to Sioux County 
to study whether Latino immigrants there are finding a home. 
 Central to her analysis are the ethical theories of the late French 
Jewish postmodernist philosopher Emmanuel Levinas. (Given her 
midwestern Dutch Reformed focus, Minnesotan Christian Reformed 
Nicholas Wolterstorff’s work on justice begs to be considered; he is 
read in Sioux County more than Levinas.) Juffer suggests how face-to-
face encounters between the Sioux County Dutch Reformed folk and 
the increasing numbers of Latinos over the past decade-and-a-half 
have led not only to faith-based attempts to treat the immigrants equi-
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tably and even push back against alleged racial profiling but also to a 
“hybrid” Latino church, Amistad Cristiana of Sioux Center. She sees 
the church as a significant example of “intimacy across borders” in 
that it is a Latino-run congregation supported by the two dominant 
Reformed denominations in Sioux County, the Christian Reformed 
Church (CRC) and the Reformed Church in America (RCA). She also 
sees significance in the fact that the 2010 General Synod of the RCA 
meeting in Orange City was when the South African Belhar Confes-
sion became an RCA confession of faith. The Belhar Confession was 
written in 1982 by the “coloured” Dutch Reformed Mission Church as 
an anti-apartheid theological statement. “I believe it would not have 
passed” the RCA General Synod in Orange City, Juffer writes, “were it 
not for the presence of Latinos in the Midwest” (21). (Her statement on 
page xii that the RCA General Synod voted to adopt the confession on 
June 11, 2010, is incorrect; in 2010 the General Synod recognized the 
votes of the classes, which confirmed its adopting action in 2009. See 
www.rca.org/page.aspx?pid=6636.)  
 The historical substance of the book lies in Juffer’s on-site inter-
views of Sioux County Latinos and others, including a packing plant 
owner and the county attorney. Such material is significant for any 
future historical study. However, the book has a number of problems. 
For one thing, theory gets in the way as much as it helps. The title ob-
scures rather than clarifies. Her exploration of concepts such as inti-
macy, body, and borders will more than likely deter most general 
readers from reading the book through. For another thing, while on 
the one hand the book takes religion seriously—including faith-based 
social justice—on the other hand there is a superficiality to its analysis 
of the Reformed theological tradition.  
 The book’s subtitle stresses the Midwest, but Sioux County does 
not equal the Midwest, or even the rest of Iowa. Juffer does not com-
pare Sioux County either to Marion County, the other Dutch Re-
formed enclave in Iowa, or to Buena Vista County, another center of 
Latino migration in northwest Iowa. Not only is there little evidence 
that Juffer consulted much sociological or historical scholarship on the 
Midwest or Iowa, she even missed an important source on Amistad 
Cristiana (by a South African, no less): Jackie L. Smallbones, “Amistad 
Christiana, Sioux Center, Iowa,” Perspectives 25 (January 2010). Juffer’s 
only comparison for her Sioux County material is with the Pennsyl-
vania towns of Shenandoah, Altoona, and Hazleton. Thus the author 
ends the book by wandering far away from the Dutch Reformed, Iowa, 
and the Midwest.  

http://www.rca.org/page.aspx?pid=6636
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 Juffer’s wandering is perhaps deliberate, but it leads to an ending 
of Anglos and Latinos alienated from each other. Still, in the course of 
following the book’s meanderings, persistent readers will glean some 
interesting things about some recent developments in Sioux County. 
Outsiders might consider them surprising, yet the developments have 
some rootage within the Dutch Reformed tradition. Among the Re-
formed, it is a theological truism that ecclesia reformata et semper refor-
manda secundum verbum dei (the reformed church is always being re-
formed by the Word of God). That Word reminds those who have ears 
to hear that in face-to-face encounters we should expect to meet God. 
Neither apartheid nor excluding the stranger need be the last word. 
 
 
What Happens Next? Matters of Life and Death, by Douglas Bauer. Iowa 
and the Midwest Experience Series. Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 
2013. xii, 151 pp. $17.00 paperback and e-book. 

Reviewer Thomas K. Dean is senior presidential writer/editor at the University 
of Iowa. His extensive writings about the importance of place include Under a 
Midland Sky (2008). 

What Happens Next? is a collection of personal essays exploring aging 
and mortality through the lens of the author’s own age-related ailments 
and his parents’ and grandparents’ deaths, especially his mother’s. 
Currently living in Boston, Douglas Bauer grew up in Prairie City, a 
small town near Des Moines and the emotional and topical center of 
his book. The collection has justly received critical acclaim for its sensi-
tive thematic insight and finely honed literary style. Bauer’s admirable 
craft is on full display across nine essays. 
 For historians of Iowa and the Midwest, most valuable are Bauer’s 
depictions of and insights into growing up on an Iowa farm in the mid–
twentieth century, along with his experience maintaining familial and 
geographical ties in adult life. Raised in a working-class family—he 
grew up on a multigenerational family farm, and his maternal grand-
father was an Iowa coal miner—Bauer gives individual voice to a typi-
cal experience of a rural family. 
 The essay of greatest historical interest is “What Was Served,” 
which revolves around Bauer’s mother’s life as a farm wife and her 
domestic duties, particularly serving meals to her husband and father-
in-law. The essay’s rich detail about a particular farm family’s experi-
ence is presented from a unique perspective—that of a boy who spent 
more time inside than outside, who identified more with his mother, 
Maude, than his father. Framing the farm fields from the kitchen win-
dow, Maude saw “the outdoors as just another room, an extension of 
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the farmhouse to be kept picked up” (46). Because of his asthma and 
his lack of mechanical skill, Bauer himself joined his mother in the cir-
cumscribed life of the house. As he says, “The most I could do to be a 
farmer was to eat like one” (44). 
 After living in Cheyenne, Wyoming (where Bauer was born), 
while Bauer’s father was in the service, Maude was eager to return to 
Iowa when her father-in-law and husband became farming partners. 
Eventually, however, the limitations of a farm wife’s life, especially 
after she had had some independence as a schoolteacher and a store 
clerk, weighed on Maude. Partly as a result of living in the same house 
with her in-laws for a protracted time, “the unwelcome surprises of 
her adult life began, and she got angry at them and stayed that way” 
(54). One of Bauer’s most interesting observations captures one of 
those “unwelcome surprises,” a kind of estrangement no doubt expe-
rienced by many farm women. As Maude tells her son later in life, 
“Your grandpa was the love of your dad’s life” (56). 
 The book also includes depictions of Maude’s widowhood in Prai-
rie City. Of special insight is one of Bauer’s observations about small-
town life: “People who live their whole lives in such small places must 
deal with a terribly intimate geography. Memory and moment and 
future, all of them are embedded and overlapping” (127). Bauer pon-
ders this special characteristic as his mother ages in an apartment ten 
miles from the farm where she lived most of her adult life, across the 
street from the nursing home she hopes never to reside in, and only a 
few blocks from the cemetery where she will be buried. 
 Bauer’s book offers multiple rewards, from an enriching literary 
experience to unique insight into not only “what happens next” but 
also to Iowa farm and small-town life. 



New on the Shelves 

“New on the Shelves” is a list of recent additions to the collections of the State 
Historical Society of Iowa. It includes manuscripts, audio-visual materials, and 
published materials recently acquired or newly processed that we think might 
be of interest to the readers of the Annals of Iowa. The “DM” or “IC” at the end 
of each entry denotes whether the item is held in Des Moines or Iowa City. 
 
 

Manuscripts 
 
Brown, Marcia. Papers. 3 ft., 1978–2000. Brown’s documentation of the Register’s 
Annual Great Bicycle Ride Across Iowa (RAGBRAI), in which she participated, 
including scrapbooks, commemorative issues of the Des Moines Register, route 
maps, and assorted ephemera. DM. 
Castle and Plaza Theatres (Manchester). ½ ft., 1930–1944. Calendars of movies 
and promotional events for these two motion picture theatres. DM. 
Cylinder Women’s Club. 1 scrapbook, 1959. Cylinder community heritage scrap-
book compiled by this women’s club. DM. 
Des Moines Women’s Rotary Club. ½ ft., 1950–1979. Annual programs of this 
organization. DM. 
Farquharson, Joyce Hilliard. 1 scrapbook, ca. 1977. Scrapbook on the commu-
nity of Montgomery (Dickinson County), including some original Montgomery 
Methodist Church records. DM. 
Hamilton, Charles. 1 document (28 pages), November 27, 1928. Address of 
Judge Hamilton before the Academy of Science and Letters, Sioux City Iowa, 
regarding his trip to the Black Hills in spring 1877, which included visits to 
the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail Sioux agencies with his father, photographer 
James Hamilton. DM. 
Jesse Jackson ‘88 Iowa Campaign Headquarters (Greenfield). Records. 6 ft., 
1987–1988. Collection of records of the state (and temporarily national) cam-
paign headquarters for presidential candidate Rev. Jesse Jackson. It includes 
documentation related to the campaign exploratory committee and establish-
ment of the Greenfield headquarters; campaign administrative materials (man-
uals, instructions to staff and volunteers, contact lists); informational files on 
Jackson, including platform, position materials, and speeches; files on other 1988 
presidential candidates; documentation on Jackson’s Iowa visits and appear-
ances; correspondence; campaign publicity materials and political literature; 
ephemera; photographs; publications; clipping files; and several video and au-
dio cassettes. DM. 
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Kimbel, George Adam. 1 document (4 pages), June 24, 1963, and 7 black-and-
white photographs. Typescript reminiscences of George Adam (“Captain”) 
Kimbel (1876–1966) relating his experiences piloting ferries and steamers on the 
Mississippi River at Bellevue and Dubuque. Accompanied by a portrait and 
several family snapshots. DM. 
Mainquist, Nettie. 3 letters, 1934. Letters of Nettie Mainquist (1884–1967), 
daughter of Swedish immigrants and lifelong resident of rural Red Oak, de-
scribing aspects of life during the Great Depression. DM. 
Orr, Ellison. 9 leaflets, 1929–1931 and undated. Reprinted articles of this Iowa 
archaeologist and geologist on such subject matter as prehistoric mounds and 
caves of northeastern Iowa, the drift sheets of Iowa, Indian Cave, and the Yellow 
River (Allamakee County). DM. 
Seeburger, Merze. 9 documents, 1934–1935. Biographical information and seis-
mograph recordings of Merze Seeburger, creator and director of a residential 
seismological station at Des Moines. Includes timeline of Iowa earthquakes, 
technical specifications of the station, and recordings from December 1934 
through 1935. DM. 
 
 

Audio-Visual Materials 
 
Klotz, Ruth (Hon.). One DVD (1 hr., 12 min.), October 27, 2010. Video oral his-
tory interview of Klotz (b. 1922), a Drake University law school graduate and 
district associate probate judge for Iowa’s Fifth District, 1978–2013. DM. 
Novak, Joel D. (Hon.). One DVD (1 hr., 2 min.), February 4, 2011. Video oral 
history interview of Novak, judge for Iowa’s Fifth District, 1979–2011. DM. 
Rose, Stephanie M. (Hon.) One DVD (58 min.), November 13, 2012. Footage 
from Rose’s investiture as U.S. District Court Judge for the Southern District of 
Iowa. DM. 
 
 

Published Materials 
 
“The Closedown of LDS Iowa Settlements in 1852 that Completed the Nauvoo 
Exodus and Jampacked the Mormon Trail,” by William G. Hartley. From BYU 
Studies Quarterly 52 (2013), 63–99. IC. 
An Interpretation Manual for Silos & Smokestacks National Heritage Area, designed 
by Ben Rendall in collaboration with Angi Reid and Phil Flass. Waterloo: Silos 
& Smokestacks National Heritage Area, 2012. 61 pages. IC.  
Images of Midwestern Architecture: Iowa, by Ronald E. Schmitt. Images of Mid-
western Architecture. Urbana, IL, 2013. 155 pp. IC. 
Meskwaki along the Upper South Skunk River: Pioneer References to Their Presence 
in Hamilton, Story, and Polk Counties, compiled by Arlen Twedt. Ankeny, 2012. 
59 pp. IC. 
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Contributors 
 
 
JOANNE ABEL GOLDMAN is associate professor of history at the 
University of Northern Iowa. Her research interests are in the history 
of science and technology. Since publishing her book, Building New 
York’s Sewers (1997), she has published several articles (including two 
in the Annals of Iowa) on the history of the Ames Laboratory, which 
led to her interest in atomic energy education. Concurrently, she has 
been working on the rise and fall of the domestic rare earth industry. 
He is grateful to the State Historical Society of Iowa for the research 
grant that supported this project. 
 

DEREK ODEN is associate professor of history at Del Mar College 
in Corpus Christi, Texas. He earned a Ph.D. in agricultural history 
and rural studies from Iowa State University in 2006. His research 
interests include food history and agricultural studies. He is working 
on a book-length study of the effort to reduce farm accidents in the 
Midwest. He is grateful to the State Historical Society of Iowa for the 
research grant that supported this project. 
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